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Kia Ora Koutou
In my 42 years in the profession thus far most schools I have worked in have had a bus duty/ gate duty
at the end of a school day. Now I hasten to add that up until St Matthew’s I have worked in cities
(Auckland, Hamilton, Wellington) so bus duty took on a whole new urgency with traffic busyness. We had
a fair share of impatient drivers but on the whole people were compliant and followed the rules. Sensibly
all buses stopped on one side of the street, so students did not have to ‘run the gauntlet’ to get to their
bus on the opposite side of the street.

Last Friday I volunteered to do Gate Duty for a colleague so she could prep for Parent Teacher Interviews.
Now it is fair to say that this event added to the traffic woes at the end of a school day- but oh my
goodness Pownall Street outside our wondrous school between 3:00 and 4:00 is carnage. People we need
to seriously UP OUR ROAD KNOWLEDGE GAME! 

I add quickly that some of what I write here I did not, nor have I experienced but it is timely to share what I
did experience and what my gate duty colleagues have experienced so we can all together MAKE
QUESTIONABLE ROAD BEHAVIOUR STOP.

First, as youngsters have we not all been told that when crossing a road, we look both ways, and Stop,
Look, Listen, Think, Cross. I try to never assume a driver has seen me. Make eye contact with the driver
before you cross." Stop at the kerb. Think: Is it safe? Are all vehicles stopping? Cross quickly in a straight
line (geometry needs practice as some of us are crossing on the diagonal which is clearly longer) while
continuing to look and listen.

Given our Pownall Street context, one message worth reinforcing with students is: "Never assume a
driver has seen you. Make eye contact with the driver before you cross."  That's the biggest safety
lesson when there are busy drop-off and pick-up areas.

Secondly, our road markers have determined that Yellow is an easily distinguishable colour. They have
also assumed that when it is painted in intermittent strips that the drivers will know it means NO
STOPPING here. Apparently on Pownall Street for some it means ‘I can stop here very quickly because my
daughter will be here soon’. No matter where broken yellow lines are on roads in NZ they mean no
stopping. They are also generally located beside school driveways so exiting cars can safely exit.

There is so much I can write here but for now I will mention just a few. Doing U-Turns in front of school
driveways on busy afternoons can look like impressive manoeuvrability but it is outright dangerous.
Parking over the school driveways at start and end of day can save time for your daughter to get into
and out of the school but given that Pownall street is not that long you can park further away and she will
still be here on time. Finally, MDC has adjusted all speed signs in front of schools to 30KPH at the times
noted on the sign. This is not a suggestion; it is the speed limit.

I know most of our drivers are safe but as drivers we role model for young people appropriate road use. If
we are doing it right, they will too. Believe me my parallel parking is literally ‘Kiri Gill- go find a diagonal
park. Girl, you know your limitations.’

Have a great and safe weekend and be your best selves.
Ngā mihi



Kia Ora Koutou.
A very warm welcome to Mrs Hayley Botterill who has
recently joined our boarding team. Yesterday Hayley
spent some time with three of our Year 7&8 boarders
which she thoroughly enjoyed. Hayley comes from a
counselling background and is extremely warm and
friendly. If you see her out and about in boarding,
please stop and say hi.

Next week is when we celebrate all things boarding
during the New Zealand Boarding Schools Week! We
have a jam-packed programme with events and
activities, so I look forward to sharing lots of photos of
these in the next newsletter.

This term we are very fortunate to have two of our
senior students offering peer tutoring. Yesterday I took
this photo of our Academic Prefect Ava Wilson who
kindly made herself available to help one of our Year 11
boarders. Thea Collinson in Year 12 is also available for
tutoring so please encourage your daughter to seek
help if she would like it.

Boarding houses notices-
There are two exeats in Term 3 on the weekends of
the 7/8th August and 5/6th September. Please
remember after an exeat both boarding houses
reopen at 6pm on the Sunday and girls must have
dinner before they return.
Year 7-10 boarders are screen free from 3.10-
4.30pm every weekday. Parents/ Caregivers, please
ensure boarders do not return with multiple phones
or devices. Tablets are not allowed.

Thank you for your support of boarding at St Matthew’s.
Enjoy the weekend everyone!
Ngā mihi.
Jo

Boarding



Sport Schedule

Live Integrated Activity sheet - avalible on our website:
https://www.stmatts.school.nz/parents/newsletters/

https://www.stmatts.school.nz/parents/newsletters/


Around School

Year 8 student Te Arawa Martin is
making her mark on the rugby
field as Captain of the Masterton
Marist Under 13s team., as a
dedicated and talented player.
On Sunday 26 July, Te Arawa was
selected to represent the
Wairarapa Bush Tuhirangi
Barbarians Year 8s, a team made
up of players from clubs across
the Wairarapa. The Barbarians
took on the Dannevirke
Representative Ross Shield team,
coming away with an impressive
win.
Te Arawa played an outstanding
game and was proud to be part
of the successful side. We
congratulate her on this
achievement.
Well done, Te Arawa! The above photo shows Te Arawa (Top Right) 

Te Arawa Martin Rugby Recognition

On Wednesday we were delighted to
welcome Amber Arkell and Helen

Nicol from the Cancer Society to our
Assembly to officially launch our

Daffodil Day fundraising campaign.
Amber spoke about the important
work the Cancer Society does to

support New Zealanders living with
cancer, and how our school

community can help make a
difference.

📸 Pictured are Amber and Helen
with Student Leaders, alongside

information about this year's
fundraising activities.

This year, every student is asked to
contribute a $5 donation, payable to

the School Office by Friday 28
August. All donations will be

recorded by name.

We'll also be hosting a series of bake
sales throughout August, with all

proceeds going to the Cancer
Society:

🧁 Year 7/ 8: 6 August
🧁 Year 9: 13 August
🧁 Year 10: 20 August
🧁 Year 11: 27 August

Thank you in advance for supporting
this very worthwhile cause. Together,

our St Matthew's community can
help make a real difference for

individuals and families affected by
cancer.

💛 Supporting the Cancer Society 💛



Massey University Carrot Growing Competition
The Ag/Horticulture class has celebrated an outstanding achievement in the inaugural

Massey University Carrot Growing Competition.
The competition attracted entries from more than 60 schools, with awards presented
for the Longest Carrot, Heaviest Carrot, Most Marketable Carrot, and Craziest Carrot.

It is with great pleasure that we congratulate Abigail Waddell, who won the award for
the Longest Carrot. Her impressive carrot measured an outstanding 31 centimetres,

earning her top honours in this highly competitive category.

Good luck to our St Matthew’s
swimmers competing at the New

Zealand Secondary Schools
Swimming Championships in

Auckland.  
Pictured are Olivia de Zwart, Lexi
Standen, and Maddie Lock, with
Alex Bradshaw joining the team

over the coming days. We wish all
four swimmers the very best.

NZSS Swimming Champs 

Year 13 Chemistry
students have been

putting their
analytical skills to
the test, working

together to match
data to unknown

organic molecules
in preparation for

next week’s internal
assessment

Yr 13 Chemistry

Eva Shackel & Ollie Percy Ethan Tayler, Harriet Summerfield, 
Amelia Huggins, Jone Ralulu



Welcome to Term 3! Both Senior and Junior Chapels this week are focusing on He aha te
Rangatiratanga o te Rangi? What is the Kingdom of Heaven? Jesus reminds us that the
Kingdom of Heaven is not simply a place we hope to reach one day; it is God's reign of te
aroha, te rangimārie, te tika, and te atawhai breaking into our world here and now. Every
act of kindness, every word of forgiveness, every moment of compassion helps to reveal
God's Kingdom in our kura and our wider hapori.
Jesus said, "The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted
in his field. Though it is the smallest of all seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of
garden plants and becomes a tree." (Matthew 13:31–32)
"He rite te rangatiratanga o te rangi ki te kākano pua nani i tangohia e tētahi tangata, i
whakatōkia ki tana māra. Ahakoa te mea nohinohi rawa o ngā kākano katoa, ka tupu, ka
nui ake i ngā otaota katoa, ā, ka waiho hei rākau." (Matiu 13:31–32)

May we each plant small seeds of aroha every day, trusting that God can grow them into
something far greater than we could imagine. As members of our Anglican whānau, let us
seek first God's Kingdom in our learning, our friendships, and our service to others.
"But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you
as well." (Matthew 6:33)
"Engari matua rapua tōna rangatiratanga me tōna tika, ā, ka hoatu anō ēnei mea katoa ki
a koutou." (Matiu 6:33)
Haere tonu tātou ki te whakatipu i te Rangatiratanga o te Atua i roto i ā tātou mahi, ā
tātou kupu, me ā tātou ngākau. May we continue to grow God's Kingdom through all that
we say and do.

Karaitianatanga Ora / Christianity Alive 

Senior College 2027 Subject Seletion



Senior Fashion Technology students spent the first half of the year working
on their entries for this long-running competition- 38 years of shows. It is
run by a revolving team of volunteers and sponsored by local businesses
led by the Mataura Licensing Trust.

At the end of June, 12 entries, spread over the 4 school categories, were
photographed as the designers wanted them to be worn on the runway
and were then couriered off to Gore.

In early July, students received notification that following preliminary
judging, all 12 entries had been accepted as finalists and would show on
both nights on the runway. 24th and 25th July before audiences of over
1000 people.

7 students and I travelled to Gore via Queenstown for the weekend.

The school awards were announced at the Friday night show with Marese
Napier receiving a runner up in the Gala Section (56 finalists from 22
schools) and Annabel Thorneycroft a HC. In the Preppy section (20
finalists) Phoebe Goodman was named Runner Up and Olivia Church HC.
Our school entries looked amazing on the runway, the students were very
pleased with how they were modelled. Eden McCreary’s creation received
the biggest audience reaction; Bonnie Noble’s androgynous entry was on
stage the longest because her model danced a solo dance in it and Lily
Boggs outfit came to life with the sparkle and shine of thousands of
sequins. Natasha Reynolds figure hugging evening gown looked elegant
on the model and Ava Wilsons androgynous ensemble was worn by a
model with some sass.

Saturday, we explored a snowy Gore and met up with the 3 judges at
breakfast. They commented on how well tailored our school entries were.
Later in the day we travelled to Bluff for photo opportunities and some Kiwi
kai then back to the Eastern Southland gallery to view the exhibitions
there, before preparing for a restaurant dinner, then the Gala evening and
open awards.

Sunday was an early start to get back to Queenstown through more snow,
to ride the gondolas up the mountain then zip line down. This activity was
followed by lunch at Ferg’s then free time to explore Queenstown under a
clear blue sky. Our return trip to Wellington was like a scenic flight over a
winter wonderland.

On our return we watched the TV1 news item on the awards and were
delighted that we saw the work of 4 of our students in clips on it.

A very successful and hugely enjoyable weekend with a group who did
the school proud. The year 12’s are already planning for next year with
ideas and inspiration flowing onto the pages in their sketch pads.

2026 Hokonui Fashion Design Awards



Today the Year 7/8 girls travelled to Rathkeale to the Greek
Theatre to re-enact an Athenian Assembly. They have been
studying the origins of Democracy.

The girls were divided into Athenian society groups - male
citizens, women, foreigners and slaves. The girls did a great job 
of being in costume and in role (Miss Mahony and Miss Goodsir 
as well).

The Athenians were deciding how money should be spent in 
their city. Lobbying took place with three options discussed:
1. War ships for invading Sparta
2. Improving public buildings
3. Saving money for unforeseen events e.g. drought

Selected male citizens spoke to the Assembly to express their
views. The spoke with a speaking stick. Male citizens voted for 
their option by placing a broken piece of pottery into a pot. 
Saving money was the preferred option!

Key Dates:
Tuesday 4 August - St George Primary Fixture

Thursday 6 August - Yr7/8 Daffodil Bake Sale

Friday 7 August - Senior College Parent/Teacher

Saturday 8 - Sunday 9 August - Exeat Weekend

Monday 10 August - School Library Week/Maths Week

Wednesday 12 August - Philippa Werry Author Visit, Yr

13 Ag Trip, Primary Rippa Rugby

Thursday 13 August - Yr9 Daffodil Bake Sale

Friday 14 August - Masterton| Whakaoriori Schools

Foodbank Collection

2026 Term Dates
Term One -  Monday 2nd

February to Thursday 2nd April 
 

Term Two -  Monday 20th April to 
Friday 3rd July 

 
Term Three -  Monday 20th July

to Friday 25th September 
 

Term Four -  Monday 12th
October to Saturday 5 December

  

Yr7/8 Athenian Assembly

https://www.facebook.com/stmatthewscollegiate
https://www.instagram.com/stmatthewscollegiateschool/
https://www.stmatts.school.nz/
mailto:office@stmatts.school.nz
https://stmatthews.school.kiwi/


Scabies is currently an increasing public health concern across the Greater Wellington region.
Over the past month, there has been a noticeable rise in enquiries from college nurses, primary care
providers, and paediatric services regarding scabies cases. We are also seeing a growing number of
associated secondary skin infections and avoidable hospital admissions linked to delayed diagnosis and
treatment.

Please find some key Information to share with whānau
Educational Resources
Healthify – Scabies: https://healthify.nz/health-a-z/s/scabies/
HealthEd Scabies Resource: https://healthed.govt.nz/products/scabies-nphs027

Access to Diagnosis and Treatment
Free GP consultations for children under 14 years of age at their medical centre.
Access to Pharmacy Services
All Wairarapa pharmacies offer scabies consultations for eligible households with children under 14 years of
age.

Consultation costs:
$5 with a Community Services Card
$20 without a Community Services Card

Important Information About Treatment
Treatment is subsidised for all household members when a household is eligible. This makes treatment
significantly more affordable than purchasing medication over the counter and supports treatment of the
entire household, which is essential to prevent reinfestation.
Subsidised Treatment Costs

Scabies treatment is free for:
Community Services Card holders
Children under 14 years of age
Adults aged 65 years and over
Prescription Subsidy Card holders

Cost for all other eligible people:
$5 per person

https://healthify.nz/health-a-z/s/scabies/
https://healthed.govt.nz/products/scabies-nphs027


Registrations are now open for the Paul
Ifill Football Academy (PIFA) in
Masterton.

PIFA offers professional-standard
football coaching for players aged 8–
17years, and is located at Rathkeale
College. Sessions are run by Paul Ifill -
former Wellington Phoenix all-time
leading scorer, FA Cup finalist, and 3×
Coach of the Year, and focus on technical
and tactical development, decision
making, and the mental skills needed for
the game.

TERM 3 ACADEMY DETAILS
8–12 year olds: Mondays, 3.45–4.45pm
13–17 year olds: Mondays, 4.45–5.45pm

6-week block starting Monday 10 August
Cost: $210 for the term

We'd love for you to share this with your
students and their families. Registrations

can be completed online at
www.paulifill.com

If you have any questions or would like to
discuss how PIFA can support your
players' development, please don't
hesitate to get in touch.

On behalf of Paul Ifill Football Academy
paulifill.com | Facebook:
PaulifillFootballAcademy | Instagram:
@pifa.nz

http://www.paulifill.com/
http://www.paulifill.com/
https://www.facebook.com/PaulifillFootballAcademy
http://pifa.nz/
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