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Kia Ora Koutou
At a recent conversation with one of our school families, a parent—who also happens to be a
farmer—shared a line that has stayed with me:
“A rising tide lifts all boats.”
It’s a simple idea, one that no doubt comes from years of watching seasons, stock, and hard work
play out over time. It also has a certain Fred Dagg wisdom to it—the understanding that things
don’t improve by noise or fuss alone, but by steady graft and looking after what’s in front of you. As
he might say, it’s a bit like farming: you don’t get a good season by chance—you get it by doing the
small things well, day after day.
That idea has felt particularly relevant for us as a school community over the past few weeks.
At St Matthew’s, we see this in action every day.
In sport, success is never just about one standout player. It’s in the encouragement from the
sideline, the extra pass, the player who lifts her effort at just the right moment. When one person
raises her game, it creates a ripple effect—confidence builds, teams strengthen, and everyone
benefits. That collective lift is where the real value sits.
We see it too in how we care for our environment. A school doesn’t stay looking the way it does
because of rules alone—it happens because people choose to take pride in their place. A piece of
rubbish picked up, a shared space respected, a classroom left ready for the next group—these
small acts add up. And I will admit, if I see rubbish, I pick it up. Not because it’s my job, but because
it matters. One small action encourages another, and before long, the standard lifts across the
board.
There are also times when the strength of a community is shown more quietly. Recently, we have
needed to draw on that strength in thoughtful and supportive ways. Without revisiting those
moments, I want to acknowledge how our students have responded—with care, maturity, and
genuine kindness. Being a strong young woman is not about standing apart; it is about standing
alongside others, particularly when it matters most.
In the classroom, the same principle applies. Learning is built on consistency—showing up, staying
focused, and persisting even when things feel challenging. When students commit to their work
and encourage those around them to do the same, the whole environment lifts. Success becomes
something shared, not something experienced alone.
And then there is Footloose. If ever there was an example of a rising tide, this is it. As one line from
the show reminds us, “Now is the time to open up your heart and let it shine.” Productions like this
don’t come together by chance. They rely on teamwork, resilience, creativity, and a lot of behind-
the-scenes effort. Every role matters, and every contribution adds to something bigger than the
individual. We are very much looking forward to seeing it all come together.
As we head into the coming weeks, I encourage all of us to keep this idea in mind. The small things
really do matter—how we show up, how we treat one another, and how we contribute to our
community.
And perhaps, as we look beyond our own gates to Venezuela and Japan after yesterday’s quakes,
we are reminded that lifting others is not just something we do within our own community, but
something that connects us to a wider world. Because when we lift each other, we all rise.
And as I was reminded, sometimes the simplest wisdom is exactly what we need.
Ngā mihi nui
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Kia Ora Koutou.
We have had a fabulous time in boarding with an 80’s
themed week. There have been snacks from the 80’s on
offer, baking, a bubble gum blowing competition, movie
sessions and last night we ended the week on a high
with an 80’s dress up dinner and a year level dance off
which was great fun. Many thanks to Miss McCoy who
planned these events and to the staff for their
involvement.

A few notices for the last week of term-
1.All boarders will be attending the Senior College

production of Footloose on Wednesday night.
2.Our End of Term Boarders’ Dinner is on Thursday night

at 6pm.
3.Boarders must take all belongings home for the

holidays and get their room checked by a boarding
staff member before departing for the term.

4.Can all boarders please sign out for the term with an
“End of Term” pass.

5.Both Main and Hampton House will reopen from 3pm
on Sunday 19th July.

We look forward to an enjoyable last week of term. 
Best wishes to the Footloose crew!

Ngā mihi,
Jo

Boarding 



Sport Schedule Live Integrated Activity sheet - avalible on our website:
https://www.stmatts.school.nz/parents/newsletters/

https://www.stmatts.school.nz/parents/newsletters/


Around School

SMC MVP of the day
Football – Alexandria Bradshaw
Hockey 1  XI – Isabella Shearingst

Netball Senior A – Ava Edge
Netball Development – Georgie Didsbury

Hockey 2  XI – Grace Jaspersnd

 

Football 1st XI 3-2 win 

Netball Development 27-25 win

Netball Senior A 29-28 win

Hockey 2nd XI 4-0 win 

Hockey 1st XI 2-0 loss 
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A very successful day for our sports teams at the Whanganui Collegiate Winter Fixture on
Wednesday. It was an early departure from Masterton for five teams, who arrived with
plenty of time to enjoy breakfast and prepare for their games on what was a very cold
Whanganui morning.
Teams travelling were the Football 1st XI, Hockey 1st XI, Hockey 2nd XI, Netball Senior A, and
the Netball Development Team.
There were some very tight matches — especially in netball — and a bit of good luck for
the Football 1st XI and Hockey 1st XI, who managed to finish their games before the rain
set in.  All players enjoyed the trip, and we were warmly welcomed by the staff at
Whanganui Collegiate.



Book Quiz Success

Thursday morning three
teams participated in the
Year 7 and 8 Book Quiz at
Hadlow School.
The teams were questioned
on six books they had to
pre read.
St Matthews came away
with second and third and
three spot prizes
Well done girls!

Y8 students making wholemeal 
blueberry banana breads.



Free period products available through Ikura
· Our school is part of the Ministry of Education’s nationwide Ikura initiative, which
provides free period products for students.
· The programme makes sures no young person has to miss learning, sports, cultural
activities, or feel uncomfortable at school because they don’t have access to the
products they need.

What free products are available?
· A range of liners, regular and super pads and tampons are supplied.
· Products meet the needs of students of different ages, preferences, and cultural
backgrounds.
· Each period pack is designed to support a full menstrual cycle.
· Students are encouraged to take as much as they need for each cycle, including
for school holidays.

How students can access products
· Pads and tampons can be discreetly collected from designated pickup points -
School Office.
· Students may also speak with a staff member if they need help accessing
products.

Want to learn more?
· More information is available on the Ministry of Education website:
[education.govt.nz]

This week at Junior Chapel, we were reminded that a strong life is built on strong
foundations. In the Gospel of Matthew 7:24–25, Jesus teaches us: “Everyone who hears
these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise person who built their
house on the rock.” — “Nā reira, ko ia e rongo ana ki āku kupu nei, ā, e mahi ana i aua
kupu, ka whakaritea ia ki te tangata whakaaro nui nāna i hanga tōna whare ki runga ki
te toka.”
When we choose to live with aroha, pono and whakapono (love, integrity and faith), we
build our lives firmly upon te toka kaha — the solid rock of Christ. May we continue to
stand strong through every storm, trusting that with Jesus as our foundation, ka ū, ka
mau, ka toitū — we will remain steadfast and secure.
 

Karaitianatanga Ora / Christianity Alive 

https://www.education.govt.nz/education-professionals/schools-year-0-13/administration-and-management/period-products-schools


This week I had the absolute privilege of baptising two of our students in our chapel.
What a wonderful thing, to observe two young women publicly declare their faith in
our God. This is what joy looks like for a Chaplain.

Baptisms

The NZ  Army Reserves
This week we were privileged to have Seargent Rick Henderson and two of his soldiers
speak to us about the New Zealand Army Reserves. It was enlightening to hear about
what the army has to offer. We also learnt how strong four of our students are with a
hard faught press up battle won by Isla O’Donnell – Year 8 – Cooper House. Furthermore,
we had a taste of what it is like to be drilled as a platoon, learning how to stand at ease,
stand to attention and to do a right turn. Not as easy as it looks. We say thank you so
much for Seargent Henderson and his team’s time.



Key Dates:
Saturday 27 June - Footloose Show

Monday 29 June - Footloose Matinee, Chinese

Lanugage Week.

Tuesday 30 June - Footloose Show, Primary Regional

Cross Country

Wednesday 1 July - Pasifika Fusion, Footloose Show,

Boarders Chapel

Thursday 2 July - Yr9 Readers Cup

Friday 3 July - Last Day of Term Two

Monday 20 July - First Day of Term Three

2026 Term Dates
Term One -  Monday 2nd

February to Thursday 2nd April 
 

Term Two -  Monday 20th April to 
Friday 3rd July 

 
Term Three -  Monday 20th July

to Friday 25th September 
 

Term Four -  Monday 12th
October to Saturday 5 December

 

 

To our Trinity school’s community, 
Following on from my last message to our Trinity schools, TSTB will host a Trinity
Futures Hui on Wednesday 29  July from 7-8.30pm, in the dining hall at St Matthew’s.th

 
This is the final opportunity for our community to ask questions about Trinity Futures.
TSTB will meet in late August to consider all our community feedback and decide on
a future-focused operating model for Trinity schools. By attending the hui you will
hear directly from TSTB and can engage with governors who will be available for
discussion. 

Please RSVP to future@trinityschools.nz by Friday 24  July. th

Additionally, we ask for our parents/caregivers to take part in a short and final survey
which will go out on Wednesday 22  July.   We encourage all our parents/caregivers
to complete this - your voice matters. 

nd

Here is what you need to know: Trinity Futures is about being future-focused and
preparing for what our learners will need by 2040 when they leave school. Any
changes will take time to plan and implement, and most current students - apart
from preschoolers and new entrants, are unlikely to see major structural changes,
beyond some facilities beginning to take shape. 

If you haven’t already done so, please register on the TSTB online portal. We have
moved to fortnightly topics linked to Trinity Futures. This week’s portal topic is
Imagining Education in 2040. If you have already registered, you can login here - look
for the Community Portal tab in the top righthand corner. This portal will close on
Sunday 2  August. nd

Thank you once again for your valuable input and I look forward to seeing as many of
our school community as possible at the Trinity Futures hui.  

Cath Archer
Chief Executive Officer, Trinity Schools Trust Board

TSTB - Trinity Futures Hui and online Portal

https://www.facebook.com/stmatthewscollegiate
https://www.instagram.com/stmatthewscollegiateschool/
https://www.stmatts.school.nz/
mailto:office@stmatts.school.nz
https://stmatthews.school.kiwi/
mailto:future@trinityschools.nz
https://www.trinityschools.nz/apply/
https://www.trinityschools.nz/
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