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Kia Ora Koutou,
As we move further into the term, we find ourselves holding a number of things at once—
learning, assessment, and a full winter sports programme. It’s been great to see our students
involved, giving things a go, and working alongside one another as part of a team.

Whether in sport or in the classroom, these are the moments where belonging grows—through
participation, shared effort, and supporting those around us.

NCEA Replacement
The Government has now confirmed further detail regarding the replacement of NCEA, with
implementation beginning in 2028 through a staged introduction of new qualifications at Years
11–13.
The key shifts are:

A move to a more structured, subject-based qualifications system (a minimum of five
subjects studied, with at least three passed)
Introduction of a universal A–E grading scale
A requirement for both internal and external assessment in all subjects
A Year 11 Foundational Award focused on literacy and numeracy, which becomes a
prerequisite for subsequent qualifications

These changes align with the rollout of a knowledge-rich curriculum and reinforce greater
consistency across the system.
From a school perspective, this direction is not unexpected. It reflects the pathway already
signalled, with the most significant shift being the repositioning of Year 11 as a foundational
academic year—one that places greater emphasis on depth of learning and preparing students
well for Years 12 and 13.

At this stage, there is no immediate impact on how we are operating. There is still more detail to
come, particularly around assessment rules and university entrance. We will continue to monitor
this closely and keep our community well informed.
What I do want to reassure you of is this: St Matthew’s is well placed for these changes. The
strength of our teaching, our focus on strong foundations, and the way we already support
students to learn deeply means we are building on what we already do well.

What’s Current for Us
Alongside looking ahead, it’s also important to stay grounded in what’s happening day to day in
our school.
You may have heard plenty this week about our bell-to-bell phone expectations. Like many
schools, we are continuing to strengthen this. The purpose is simple—to create calm, focused
classrooms where students are present, engaged, and able to connect with their learning and
with one another. As with any shift, it takes time, but we are seeing positive progress as students
adjust.
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Common Assessment Activities (CAAs)
At the same time, students are working through a range of Common Assessment Activities
(CAAs) alongside their internal assessments. CAAs are nationally set assessments designed to
give a consistent picture of how students are progressing, particularly in literacy and numeracy.
This is a demanding part of the term, where organisation, persistence, and good habits really
matter.
Our expectation is that students approach these assessments well prepared and complete
them successfully. Where needed, there will be further opportunities to demonstrate their
learning, ensuring all students have the chance to meet the required standard.
What sits underneath this—and our work around phones—is the same idea. We are asking
students to make choices. Sometimes these are small, like putting a phone away. At other times
they are bigger, like preparing well for assessment and managing their workload.

Those choices shape not only their own success, but the experience of others around them.

Belonging and Something Bigger
On Wednesday morning, our students experienced assembly a little differently—and in many
ways, it reflected exactly what we are asking of them right now.

Rather than sitting in rows and listening, they were invited to show something.
Starting in their House groups, each group worked together to form the first letter of their House
using their bodies, guided by their Prefects. It didn’t need to be perfect—just clear and bold.
What we saw first was each House—distinct, separate, with its own identity. And that matters.
Our Houses are where belonging begins.

But then we asked students to move.

They shifted, adjusted, and worked with others beyond their immediate group—and suddenly
something else appeared. Not separate letters, but one shared identity: St Matthew’s.

That simple moment captured something important.



This school works best when we hold both things at the same time. Yes, each student belongs to
her House. But she also belongs to something bigger.

And that “something bigger” isn’t just the buildings or the traditions. It is what we create together
—how we include each other, how we respond when something isn’t right, how we carry
ourselves day to day.

On Wednesday, students had to move. Some gave up their place, adjusted their position, or
stepped slightly out of their comfort zone so that something larger could take shape.

That is exactly what a strong community requires.

Not standing still. Not only doing what is easy. But being willing to move for something bigger
than ourselves.

As we move through the rest of the term, this is something we will continue to build on.

You are part of your House.
 But more importantly—you are part of St Matthew’s.

And what that feels like—what that looks like—is built, every day, by you.

In closing
As we move from Week 5 into Week 6, I wish you all a safe and restful weekend in between.
Be your best selves
Ngā Mihi



Kia Ora Koutou.
Well, it is certainly that time of the year when students can start to pick up every cough
and cold that is going around school. For those of you who don’t know, our school sickbay
is in the boarding house and is managed by boarding staff.
As we have had relatively high numbers of both day and boarding students visiting
sickbay recently, I thought it could be helpful to explain how sickbay works at St Matthew’s.

Boarders
If a boarder feels unwell in the morning before school, they must inform the House
Manager on duty so a plan can be made for the morning. The plan will either involve-
Go to school knowing that they can return if they still feel unwell
Stay in bed and rest, then reassess at interval
Staff call home and ask for a family member to come and collect them

Daygirls
If a daygirl genuinely feels unwell before school, please keep your daughter home. We
often get girls who have been dropped off when they really are not well enough to be in
class and around others. If parents feel students are well enough to come to school but
they deteriorate as the day progresses, they must go to the school office and sign out for
sickbay. Once at sickbay a plan will be made as it would for boarding students as to what
needs to happen next.

Any student in sickbay will not have assess to their phone or their device. If we need to call
home that will be done by a staff member off the boarding phone. Please note if students
are very sick, parents will be contacted.

Lastly, sometimes students end up in sickbay when they are not actually sick but perhaps
their day has not got off to a good start. Please encourage your daughter to be honest
with us so we can best cater to her needs. Our lovely Guidance Counsellor Georgie Reid is
just down the hallway from sickbay so at times a visit to Georgie is what is needed.
Let’s hope everyone has a good rest over the weekend so they can return well and ready to
go for the week ahead!

Ngā mihi.
Jo

Boarding ... and Sickbay



Sport Schedule
Live Integrated Activity sheet - avalible on our website:

https://www.stmatts.school.nz/parents/newsletters/

Congratulations to Sofia Williams who has
been chosen to represent 

NZ for the Youth Olympics 🐴💚

https://www.stmatts.school.nz/parents/newsletters/


Around SchoolModel United Nations 
A group of keen year 11-13 St Matthews and Rathkeale students attended the
second annual Wairarapa Model United Nations event held at Mākoura College last
week. Our students challenged themselves to represent their country accurately,
and perform a prepared speech on their remits, as well as taking part in the open
debate. This event involved a lot of background research about global politics and
geography, as well as the workings of the United Nations. We would like to thank
Mākoura College for hosting the event, and for the incredible welcome all the
student delegates received. Also, thanks goes to Liz Verkleij for organising this
amazing event.

The Trinity School Trust Board (TSTB) online Trinity Schools Community Portal is now
live. If you have not registered yet you can get started here -
https://www.trinityschools.nz/apply/.
The purpose of the portal is to keep our school community informed about the
Trinity Futures initiative which is focused on future planning for our schools. 
 
This week’s topic - How do we honour the past while building the future. We have
also added a FAQ section which can be found directly below the Portal Guidelines.
 
Cath Archer
CEO, TSTB

TSTBs new online Trinity Schools Community Portal is now live.

https://www.stmatts.school.nz/parents/uniform/
https://www.trinityschools.nz/apply/


Karaitianatanga Ora / Christianity Alive 
This week some of our Year 11 RE class, called IOU
(In Out Up), had their first haerenga to Hadlow as
part of our unit on “Looking In.” Inspired by our
Together As One Trinity motto, we are putting our
whakapono into action by giving service to our
Trinity of Schools whānau.
Our Year 11 ākonga gave support to the Hadlow
students in their respective hubs, working
alongside the tamariki and helping them with their
learning. A wonderful time was had by all, and this
day truly exemplified our Mark of Mission – Tend:
To respond to human need through aroha and
loving service.



Key Dates:
Saturday 23 May - Dinner Dance

Tuesday 26 May - CAA Numeracy Exam

Thursday 28 May - Cross Country Regionals, Scots

College Primary Fixture, Yr10 Trip to Holocaust Museum

Friday 29 May - SMOGA Decade Reunion, Exeat

Weekend

Monday 1 June - Kings Birthday - School Closed

Tuesday 2 June - Teacher Only Day - School Closed

Friday 5 June - Fiafia Night, Yr 13 Food Trip

2026 Term Dates
Term One -  Monday 2nd

February to Thursday 2nd April 
 

Term Two -  Monday 20th April to 
Friday 3rd July 

 
Term Three -  Monday 20th July

to Friday 25th September 
 

Term Four -  Monday 12th
October to Saturday 5 December

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/stmatthewscollegiate
https://www.instagram.com/stmatthewscollegiateschool/
https://www.stmatts.school.nz/
mailto:office@stmatts.school.nz
https://stmatthews.school.kiwi/
https://www.stmatts.school.nz/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Instrumental-Lesson-Request-2026.pdf


Contact Mr Clarke or Mrs Hannon if you would
like to purchase tickets. Thank you
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