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Kia Ora Koutou,

Our focus Value is currently Respect, but all our values should be on display every single day- am
I right? But for this message I wanted to give my space to my favourite value (if one is allowed a
favourite), and that is Integrity through the poem ‘If’ by Rudyard Kipling. 

I have selected it because we all have moments when we must stay steady under pressure, hold
our centre, carry responsibility, and not lose ourselves.

If you can keep your head when all about you
 Are losing theirs and blaming it on you;

 If you can trust yourself when all men doubt you,
 But make allowance for their doubting too…

It resonates when Kipling ties resilience to service and character:

If you can fill the unforgiving minute
 With sixty seconds’ worth of distance run—

 Yours is the Earth and everything that’s in it…

We frequently talk to St Matthew’s about integrity as this poem does. It is about It doing the right
thing when it’s difficult. The first lines set the tone:

“If you can keep your head when all about you
 Are losing theirs and blaming it on you…”

Integrity means holding steady to your values even when others around you are acting curiously.
It emphasizes honesty and humility “If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue..”
So here is the poem - please enjoy.

Have a safe and joyous weekend. Be your best selves.
Ngā Mihi
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Boarding 
Kia Ora Koutou.

In boarding we have little traditions each term that we all enjoy. One of those
is taking all our Main House boarders over to Hampton House to watch the

Year 12 and 13 boarders and their daygirl friends pose for photos in the
hallway before getting on the bus for the much-anticipated Dessert Dance.
Thank you to Mrs Kerry Begg and her team of helpers who popped over to

decorate the space earlier on Wednesday afternoon. It looked lovely and a
huge thank you to Miss McCoy for her gorgeous photos of the girls.

Well done to our 2026 prefects for all their hard work that goes on behind the
scenes organising events such as the Dessert Dance. It was great to hear you

had a fabulous night!
A reminder it is the second and final exeat for the term so boarding will close

around 5pm tonight and will reopen on Sunday at 6pm.
Best wishes to our Duke of Ed girls who have a busy weekend ahead.

Jo



Integrated Activity Schedule

Sports Results Week 4

Live Integrated Activity sheet - avalible on our website:
https://www.stmatts.school.nz/parents/newsletters/

https://www.stmatts.school.nz/parents/newsletters/


Baptism – He Tohu o te Ora Hou
 
In our Anglican tradition, baptism is a joyful sign of new life in Christ. Through water and the Holy
Spirit, we are welcomed into God’s whānau and marked as Christ’s own forever. As Scripture
teaches:
 
“Go therefore and teach all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost.” – Matthew 28:19
“Haere, akona ngā iwi katoa, iriiria rātou i runga i te ingoa o te Matua, o te Tama, o te Wairua
Tapu.”
 
Baptism is also a sharing in Christ’s death and resurrection:
 
“We are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead…
even so we also should walk in newness of life.” – Romans 6:4
“Na, kua tanumia tahitia tātou me ia i runga i te iriiringa ki te mate: kia rite ki te aranga ake o te
Karaiti i te hunga mate… waihoki kia haere tātou i te ora hou.”
 
As a school community, we celebrate baptism as a covenant promise — a beginning of a
lifelong journey of faith, learning and service under the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Coming up
soon we have four students who have committed to being baptised. If you would like your child
or you yourself would like to be baptised along with these four, please make contact with me –
wendy.smyth@trinityschools.nz

Around School

Karaitianatanga / Christianity Alive 

Special Character Review Survey sent
this week on behalf of Axis Strategies

due Friday 9  Marchth

Term one policies for review on SchoolDocs.
Each term, the whole school community is
invited to review and comment on specific

policies and procedures.  

mailto:wendy.smyth@trinityschools.nz


Around School

Year 13 Food Tech Visit 
to The Land Girl Pirinoa

The Year 13 Food class enjoying
lunch after barista training at

The Land Girl Pirinoa 

Year 8 Science with Mrs MacKay
Year 8 science class heading off to
study the stream at St Matthew’s 

Friends of St Matthew’s AGM and 
Special Constution Meeting 

Monday 16  Marchth

6.00pm
We would love to see you there! 

Senior College - Dessert Dance  



Key Dates:
Tuesday 10  March -Ag Expo Tripth

Tuesday 10  March - Yr10 Social Studies Tripth

Wednesday 11  March - Yr11 Food tech Tripth

Thursday 12  March - Yr10 Social Studies Tripth

Thursday 11  March - Yr11 PE Tripth

Friday 13  March - Yr11 History/Geo Tripth

Sunday 15  March - Equestrian Takaporoth

Sunday 15  March - Summer Senior Pentth

2026 Term Dates
Term One -  Monday 2nd

February to Thursday 2nd April 
 

Term Two -  Monday 20th April to 
Friday 3rd July 

 
Term Three -  Monday 20th July

to Friday 25th September 
 

Term Four -  Monday 12th
October to Saturday 5 December

 

 

SMOGA Grants Now Open! 
The St Matthew’s Old Girls’ Association (SMOGA) is delighted to open

applications for two exciting student opportunities

Outward Bound Grant – A $2,500 grant (incl. GST) toward an 8-day or 
21-day Teen Outward Bound course.

 Apply here: https://forms.gle/GW1RJ4qiwJ4tCboK7

Spirit of Adventure Grant – A fully funded voyage aboard 
the  Spirit of New Zealand.

 Apply here: https://forms.gle/xDER84v7JRyi2b9Y8 

These grants are open to current students in Years 11–13 who are either
daughters, nieces, or granddaughters of SMOGA members, or who join

SMOGA as part of the application process.

For full details, please visit:
www.stmatts.school.nz/academic/scholarships/

 

Uniform Shop hours for 2026
New opening hours: Thursdays 1pm- 4pm during term time.

If you would like to arrange an appointment outside these hours, please email
Juliet Smith: smcsuniforms@trinityschools.nz or sm.uniforms@trinityschools.nz

New Zoggs togs available at the St Matthew’s uniform shop @$49.00 for women’s,
girls’ sizes @$40.00. Caps are available from the school office for $3.50

Uniform information:
https://www.stmatts.school.nz/parents/uniform/
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