
 

 

Term Four, Week Nine 

Principal’s Message Kia ora koutou, 

As per last year I will have more to say at the Prizegiving tomorrow so I will keep it brief today… 

There is something cleansing about the rain. As I wrote this, I saw junior students darting between raindrops, eager for 
the Activity Day ahead. Their energy was contagious, a reminder that life’s beauty often lies in its unpredictability. 

Plans changed, and that’s part of the lesson. Life will always bring surprises, and the ability to pivot is not just a  
practical skill—it’s a mindset. It’s what allows us to embrace challenges, find joy in the unexpected, and keep moving 
forward with confidence. 

Rain can cleanse, but it can also feel heavy. For some among us, this year has brought sorrow and farewells that 
words cannot fully ease. We stand with you, and please know that we are here to shelter you. 

After the rain come rainbows, each offering its own pot of gold. This year, our pots of gold have been many—our  
Wizard of Oz production that brought magic to the stage, victories in culture, sport, music, and academics,  
friendships formed and lessons learned from friendships lost, and the countless moments of growth that shaped who 
we are as a community. 

The rain washes the earth and helps new life grow, our commitment to honouring Te Tiriti o Waitangi is about  
refreshing and strengthening who we are as a school. It’s not a one-off shower—it’s an ongoing flow that shapes how 
we learn, how we treat each other, and how we walk forward together. When we let those values soak in, we are all 
the richer, more connected, and truer to Aotearoa. 

Rain can change a landscape. This year, we’ve felt that change as we prepare to farewell some remarkable members 
of our team. Like rain that nourishes the soil, each of them has poured time, energy, and care into helping our  
students grow.  

Tutors Nell and Awande, who have been with us for a year, brought fresh ideas and enthusiasm that brightened our 
boarding, pe, and sport.  

Bruce Tooley, after seven years as our Science Technician, has been the steady stream behind countless  
experiments and discoveries.  

And Vicky Harper—over countless years as Head of Health—has been like the deep, sustaining rain that shapes  
generations.  

Their impact runs deep, and while their paths now lead elsewhere, the growth they’ve nurtured will continue to  
flourish in our school. 

And to our Year 13 legends—what a ride! You’ve slogged through storms, cruised through sunny spells, and left your 
mark like a decent downpour. You’ve learned heaps, had a few laughs, and probably pulled more all-nighters than 
you’d admit. Now it’s time to head out and make your own weather. Whether life throws you drizzle or a full-on  
cyclone, you’ve got the skills to pivot and the roots to keep you grounded. Go smash it, live large, and don’t be 
strangers. 

Kia kaha, kia māia, kia manawanui – Be strong, be brave, be steadfast.” 

Ngā Mihi  



 

 

Boarding Note 
  
 

Kia Ora Koutou.  

Many thanks to our Year 12 boarders for their efforts last night 
at our annual Christmas Dinner. It was a fabulous send off for 
our Year 13 boarders who have honestly been an absolute 
pleasure to have in boarding.  

Thank you to Don and his team in the kitchen for the beautiful 
meal and to everyone for attending. Moments like this when 
we are all together are really special. It is so good for every-
one to  
remember we really are a great little boarding community!  

A final reminder both boarding houses will close at 8.30am on 
Saturday morning so we can transport girls to prizegiving. 
They will reopen after the event and will then close for the 
year at approximately 2pm.  

Happy holidays everyone. Take care and best wishes for 
2026!  

Ngā mihi.  

Jo  



 

 

Sports Results—Week 8 

Interclub 

SMS Kowhai vs Hadlow Daniell: SMS loss 

SMS Kiwikiwi vs Gladstone Gold: SMS loss  

SMS Kea vs Hadlow Djokovic: SMS loss  

Regional 3 

SMS Green no game 

SMS Black no game  

SMS Gold vs Martinborough Tennis Club: SMS loss 3-0 

SMS White vs Masterton Women’s Reg3: SMS win 2-1 

Primary Cricket vs Lakeview: win by default 

Development Cricket vs WaiCol Development: SMS win by 6 wickets 

SMS 2
nd

 XI vs Kuranui /Solway Girls: SMS win by 6 wickets  

1
st

 XI Cricket vs Rathkeale College White: SMS win by 1 wicket  

SMS Tuis vs WC Girls Blue: SMS loss 3-0 

SMS Robins vs Chanel 1: SMS loss 8-1 

Sports Results—Week 9 

St Matthew's Black tennis team consisting of Lucy Orsborn, Lauren Weber, Olivia Orsborn & 
Annabelle Wyeth won the Regional women’s tennis final playing the Martinborough women 
in the final last night. Congratulations and we are very proud of you  

 

Regional 3  

SMS Black vs Martinbor-

ough: SMS Black win 1st 

Place – Congratulations!  

 

Development Cricket vs SMS 

2nd XI: SMS 2nd XI win  
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DOE bronze catch up qualifier tramp. Thank you to the Mackenzie family for having us on their farm  

Duke of Edinburgh—Bronze Tramp 

Decades—Yr 10 Collaboration 
Last night Year 10 gathered together for the performance of  their collaboration project.  Subjects involved  in 
the event were Social Studies, Dance, Music, Drama, Art, Fashion and Food & Nutrition.   
The theme for the evening was DECADES—50’s,60’s, 70’s & 80’s.  The girls presented items of News and TV 
Broadcasts around major events of these decade , this  was supported by Dance items, Fashion and Art.   
Following at the end of the evening Food & Nutrition hosted a decade supper.  It was a true celebration of 
learning and was enjoyed by all. 

Yr10 PE—Yoga with Sophie 
Yoga with Sophie Kittow to end our Year 10 PE programme  



 

 

Activity Day—Ocean Sports 
Not ideal weather for sailing but our intrepid girls are making the most of it out on Wellington Harbour.   

Activity Day—Chocolate and Chai making  
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Karaitianatanga/Christianity Alive  
As we come to the close of another school year, we give thanks to God for 
His faithfulness, guidance and grace among our ākonga, whānau and staff. 
This season of Advent reminds us to wait with hope and joy for the coming 
of Christ. “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not  
overcome it” (John 1:5). “E whiti ana te marama i te pōuri, ā, kāore te pōuri i 
taea te turaki” (Hōane 1:5). 
  
We celebrate the growth we have witnessed—intellectual, spiritual and 
personal—and look forward to the journeys ahead. As Scripture reminds 
us, “Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; His love endures forev-
er” (Psalm 136:1). “Whakamoemititia a Ihowā, he pai hoki ia; he mea mau 
tonu tōna aroha” (Ngā Waiata 136:1). 
  
In this blessed season, may the peace of Christ rest upon every home in 
our community. “The Lord bless you and keep you” (Numbers 6:24).  
“Mā Ihowā koutou e manaaki, e tiaki hoki” (Tauanga 6:24). 
  
Ngā manaakitanga o te wā—may God’s blessings be with you all this Christmas and throughout the  
summer break. 

Rev. Wendy 
Blessing the Cope This morning our kura gathered to karakia 

and bless the new cope crafted by  
Mr Clarke for our current and future  
Chaplains. The blessing was led by  
Rev. John Hughes, the Bishop’s Nominee 
on the Board of Proprietors. 
 In the Book of Exodus, God instructs 
skilled artisans, filled with the wairua o te 
mātauranga (spirit of wisdom), to create 
sacred garments for Aaron the Priest to 
wear in service to God. In the Anglican 
tradition, when a priest dons these  
kākahu tapu, they honour this heritage 
and mark the significance of important 
occasions. 
 In Genesis 2, we read that when God 
completed Creation, He blessed it—
especially the seventh day—setting it 
apart as tapu, holy. In that same spirit of 
dedication and setting apart, we blessed 
our new cope today. 

History of  the Cope 
A cope is a Christian vestment worn by bishops and priests to dignify important celebrations and services. St Matthew’s Collegiate 
has had a cope for some years. It had been made for the Revd Ted Dashfield who gifted it to the school during the chaplaincy of the 
Revd Lesley Mouat. Earlier this year it was noted that the silk fabric had started to show signs of wear, and it was decided that it 
should be retired to the archive. 
 At this point Mr Clarke thought that it might be appropriate to make a new cope for special services. Mrs Bucknell provided several 
lengths of fabric from which the green was chosen; Ms Theng designed the dove for the hood, and Mr Clarke fashioned the cope 
itself.  
 The cope is decorated with a number of symbols. The school crest and the stars on the front reference St Matthew’s and our mot-
to, Ad Astra per Aspera; the Cross shows the faith of our community, and the dove and fire are established symbols of the Holy 
Spirit: At Jesus’ baptism the Spirit descended in the form of a dove, and at Pentecost the Spirit came to the disciples as tongues of 
fire. 
 The old silver clasp came originally from the estate of a friend’s elderly aunt - a lady who had started nursing at St Thomas’ hospital 
while Florence Nightingale was still alive. It is a gift for the cope. For 50 years it has sat in a drawer. Now it is time for it to be seen 
again. 
 Special thanks to Ruth Bucknell for the fabric, and Monika Theng for help with design. Mr. Clarke 



 

 

Key Dates 
• Friday 5 December - Carol Service 
• Saturday 6 December -  Prizegiving 
• Monday 8 December -  Leavers Ball 
 
 

 
 

 
Term One - Monday 2nd  February to Thursday  2nd  April  
Term Two - Monday 20th April to Friday 3rd July  
Term Three - Monday 20th July to Friday 25th September  
Term Four - Monday 12th October to Saturday 5th  December 

Website School Calendar 

School Notices Facebook 

2026 Term Dates 

Uniform shop hours for 2026  
Thursdays 1pm- 4pm during term time. 

If you would like to arrange an appointment out-
side these hours, please email Juliet Smith: 

smcsuniforms@trinityschools.nz or 
sm.uniforms@trinityschools.nz 

 

Please note:  The St Matthew's uniform shop 
will be closed over the December/
January  school holiday break. 

At the end of January the shop will be open to all 
(no appointment needed) for 4 days in the last 
week of the summer holidays, 10am - 3pm each 
day: Monday 26th, Tuesday 27th, Wednesday 
28th & Thursday 29th January. 

The shop will also open on Sunday 1st February 
2pm - 5pm. 

 

New families (who haven’t already had an  
appointment) may make an appointment the week 
Tuesday 20th January – Friday 23rd January. An  
appointment may also be made that week for  
anyone to bring second hand uniform in to sell. 

 

New Zoggs togs available at the St Matthew’s  
uniform shop @$49.00 for women’s, girls’ sizes 
@$40.00 

 

Uniform information: https://
www.stmatts.school.nz/parents/uniform/ 

Instrumental Lesson  
Request for 2026 

Please complete the attached form if you 
would like to continue or start Instrumental 
lessons during 2026. 

Instrumental Lesson Request 
2026 

 

Thank You  

Trinity Schools Trust Board (TSTB) would like to  
thank the many parents / caregivers, staff and   
extend whānau who have taken part in our recent 
surveys and Trinity Futures focus groups.  

Your engagement and insights have been invaluable 
as we plan for an exciting future for our Trinity 
Schools. Your voices are helping us shape an  
innovative, future-focused educational model that 
remains true to our Special Character, honours are 
past and ensures we are fit for purpose for the years 
ahead.  

Thanks again for all your support. We look forward to 
further Trinity Futures engagement with our school 
community in 2026. Wishing you all a very Merry 
Christmas and safe holiday season with friends and 
whānau.  

https://www.stmatts.school.nz/
https://stmatthews.school.kiwi/calendar/month/2025/02
https://stmatthews.school.kiwi/notices/date/2025-03-07
https://www.facebook.com/stmatthewscollegiate
mailto:smcsuniforms@trinityschools.nz
mailto:sm.uniforms@trinityschools.nz
https://www.stmatts.school.nz/parents/uniform/
https://www.stmatts.school.nz/parents/uniform/
https://www.stmatts.school.nz/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Instrumental-Lesson-Request-2026.pdf
https://www.stmatts.school.nz/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Instrumental-Lesson-Request-2026.pdf


 

 



 

 

https://www.smoga.org.nz/membership/
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7-15yo 
All abilities 
Weds 17- Fri 19 Dec 
9am-12pm 
At Rathkeale College, Masterton 
Register at https://www.paulifill.com/
holiday-programme-registrations 
 
International and National football coach, 
and ex-professional footballer Paul Ifill and 
his quality team of coaches will be provid-
ing the ultimate football holiday programme 
this Christmas! Spaces are limited so 

PIFA HOLIDAY PROGRAMME -  
DECEMBER 2025 DATES ANNOUNCED  

https://www.facebook.com/Rathkeale?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUwga5APzEgYcZR9DW5GdoCAZ8UisRoEazUEmVZK6USG6XislscibNuXXV_7D3avBnvsiw_TVMcCtbGkf815ZcIR7ghyrjnf1zjjzRsvCO4ZiIrhOHs9zPv46pZ_kTHIIq5G5H4Xu43eUoovpV2eiEZmXXxWCxbN759iBX6ZQagHbq9j2hHF7vcOlmFNdJKPdg&__tn__=-%5dK-
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.paulifill.com%2Fholiday-programme-registrations%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExN1l5ZGhQdzMxY1NHVjBST3NydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7_2P-LJPdTQlMVTbTpXk9ArwL3pNehYTqBhqCAfPd_YWzuqvAFbj_ivmTPoQ_ae
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.paulifill.com%2Fholiday-programme-registrations%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExN1l5ZGhQdzMxY1NHVjBST3NydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7_2P-LJPdTQlMVTbTpXk9ArwL3pNehYTqBhqCAfPd_YWzuqvAFbj_ivmTPoQ_ae


 

 

School App 
If you are new to St Matthew's Collegiate, or have yet to download, please follow the link to install our school 
app   https://schoolappsnz.co.nz/install 
For current families, please update your subscription groups by  clicking on the cog in the top right hand of the screen. 
It will take you to the groups for you to change. 

https://schoolappsnz.co.nz/install

