
 

 

Term Four, Week Four 

Principal’s Message 

Kia ora koutou, 

As you open this newsletter, staff from St Matthew’s and Rathkeale will be preparing (gowns, hoods,  
korowai and all!) for tonight’s Senior College Prizegiving — a special moment to celebrate the  
achievements of our senior students. 

Curriculum Changes – Te Mātaiaho: Contents and Whakapapa – A Curriculum for Our Time 

The updated curriculum content for Years 0–10 in English, te reo rangatira, mathematics and statistics, 
and pāngarau was released on the Ministry of Education website this week. Draft documents for the  
remaining learning areas have now been uploaded to Tāhūrangi, with consultation open until the end of 
Term 1, 2026. 

We’ve been asked to share our initial thoughts on the Year 9–10 curriculum by Monday 10 November.  
Like many schools, we’re engaging with this process thoughtfully and collaboratively. 

We’re on the journey – and learning as we go 

The refresh of the New Zealand Curriculum, Te Mātaiaho, is now underway. While there’s broad  
agreement that change is needed to better support learners, there are still many conversations  
happening — especially around how subject areas will evolve and what this means for our Year 7–13  
students. 

We know there’s work ahead to make sense of these changes, but our shared goal remains clear: to  
provide rich, inclusive learning that helps every girl thrive. We’ll continue to keep you informed as we 
move forward together. 

Why Te Mātaiaho? 

Te Mātaiaho is the refreshed New Zealand Curriculum, designed to help every learner thrive in a changing 
world. It reflects our national values and our commitment to equity, excellence, and Te Tiriti o Waitangi. 
Informed by the science of learning, it aims to ensure every student feels seen, supported, and  
challenged to succeed in a safe, inclusive, and knowledge-rich environment. 

What’s at the heart of it? 

The curriculum is built around key kaupapa (principles) that guide teaching and learning: 

· Mātairangi – A shared purpose: excellent and equitable outcomes for all. 

· Mātaitipu – A love of lifelong learning. 

· Mātainuku – Strong foundations in literacy, numeracy, and capabilities. 



 

 

· Mātaiaho – Clear learning areas and subjects from Years 0–10, with subject specialisation from Year 11. 

· Mātaioho – Teaching informed by research and best practice. 

· Mātairea – A focus on progress through effective assessment. 

· Mātaiahikā – Relationships for learning that honour identity and whānau. 

How will this affect my young person? 

Over the next two years, schools will gradually introduce Te Mātaiaho. For students in Years 7–13, this means 
learning will become more focused, inclusive, and tailored to individual needs. Teachers will use well-
structured programmes that build knowledge and skills step by step, while recognising each student’s 
unique background and strengths. 

So Many Speeches! 

Between now and December 7, students at St Matthew’s and Senior College will hear more speeches than 
usual — it may feel a little like an election campaign! Those of us delivering them are very mindful of keeping 
our messages meaningful, inspiring, and relevant. 

Yesterday, I shared the following message with our Years 7–13 students during our final regular assembly 
with Year 13. It’s a moment worth sharing with our wider community too: 

‘As we approach the final weeks of the school year, there’s a unique energy in the air — a mix of excitement, 
relief, and perhaps a little exhaustion. For our seniors, it’s a time of transition: assessments are wrapping up, 
exams are on the horizon, halls applications are underway, and yes — ball hairstyles are being planned! 

While this isn’t our final farewell (we still have prizegivings, the ball, and many moments to celebrate), this 
time of year invites us to pause and reflect. It’s easy to get caught up in what’s next, but these last weeks 
matter too. They’re the final pages of a story that deserves to be finished with care, gratitude, and maybe 
even a bit of fun. 

There’s still time — time to complete those final assessments, to sit with teachers who’ve supported and 
challenged you, and to laugh with friends in familiar corridors. These small moments are just as meaningful 
as the big ones. 

As Dr. Seuss reminds us in Oh, the Places You’ll Go!:  
“You have brains in your head.  

You have feet in your shoes.  
You can steer yourself any direction you choose.” 

Whether you’re just starting your journey in Year 7 or preparing to take your next step in Year 13, you have the 
potential to go remarkable places. Some will be exciting, others challenging — but all will shape who you are 
becoming. 

So let’s not rush through these final weeks. Let’s be present, celebrate what we’ve achieved, thank those 
who’ve helped us along the way, and enjoy what remains of this year together. 

Because yes — oh, the places you’ll go.  
But for now — oh, the place you are.  

And it’s a pretty special one.’ 

Enjoy the Fete, have a safe weekend, and be your best selves 
Ngā Mihi 



 

 

Boarding Note 
Kia Ora Koutou. 
 Many thanks to the Dudley family for their open invitation to all Year 13 St Matthew’s students to have breakfast at 
their home just out of Masterton this morning. What a lovely way for the girls to start their final day of school.  
Unfortunately we did not manage to get all boarders in this photo before they were transported back to school, but 
here are 12 of the 24 who have boarded this year. 
  
On behalf of the boarding staff, I would like to say that our Year 13 cohort has been nothing but an absolute pleasure 
to have in boarding. They are a group of girls who are polite, respectful and on the whole, very motivated. Although 
some found their time in the Leaders Apartment challenging, the majority understood why they were there and were 
able to make great connections with the junior boarders which has been lovely to see. 
  
Last night the winners of the Term 3 “Main House Make Over” competition were treated to dinner out at Tripoli.  
Although it was only four of the Year 10 dorm who entered the competition (Grace Jaspers, Sophia Bosch, Kiera 
McKenzie and Abbey Upshon) the prize extended to their entire dorm. This was a lovely evening and I was particular 
impressed with how they made used of their $120 budget as they actually came away with leftover pizza and some 
change! 
  
A reminder to all Year 11-13 boarders, the boarding houses are open until Saturday 6th December and you are  
welcome to continue to make use of our fabulous facilities. Part time boarders, you can use your 10 nights as you wish 
over the next five weeks, although all boarders must let us know in advance when you will be in boarding via Orah so 
that we can cater appropriately for you. 
  
We look forward to Senior College prizegiving tonight and the Fete on Saturday. 
 Have a fabulous weekend. 
 Ngā mihi. Jo  

 



 

 

Sports Results 

Sports Board 

 

 

SMS Queens vs MC: 2-0 loss 

SMS Superstars win by default. 

Primary Cricket (friendly game) vs Hadlow: SMS win by 47 runs 

SMS Kowhai vs Marty Black: SMS loss 32-42 

SMS Kea vs Hadlow: Rescheduled due to weather 

SMS Kiwikiwi vs Gladstone Gold: Rescheduled  



 

 

A
ro

u
n

d
 S

ch
o

o
l  

2025 HETTANZ Fashion Awards  

Congratulations to Nikesha Valand in the Junior:  
Technical category winners and  Marese Napier in the 
Senior: Creative category winners for getting special 
mentions from the judges in the 2025 HETTANZ  Fashion 
Awards.   



 

 

Dear Parents and Students, 
We are considering a change to the Uniform Shop opening hours during term time, and we’d  
appreciate your feedback before making any final decisions. 
 
Proposed new hours: 
Open once a week on Thursdays, from 1:00pm to 4:00pm (including the lunch break). 
The shop is currently open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 3:00pm to 4:00pm, but Tuesdays have 
become noticeably quieter, so we believe consolidating to one extended session may better suit our 
school community. 
Please note: 

• Additional openings will continue at busy times of the year, with notices shared through the School 
App and Newsletter. 

• Appointments outside regular hours can still be arranged by emailing Juliet 
Smith at smcsuniforms@trinityschools.nz or sm.uniforms@trinityschools.nz. 

• The shop will also remain open on the last afternoon of each school holiday, usually a Sunday from 
2:00pm to 5:00pm. 

 
We value your input and want to ensure these changes meet the needs of our families. Please share 
any comments or concerns by replying to this email smcsuniforms@trinityschools.nz by  Friday 7th 
November. 
 

Thank you for your ongoing support. 
Warm regards, 
Juliet Smith 
Uniform Shop Coordinator 
 

Feedback requested – Proposed change to Uniform Shop opening hours  

mailto:smcsuniforms@trinityschools.nz
mailto:sm.uniforms@trinityschools.nz


 

 

Senior College Melbourne Cup Day 

The winners of the horse race was Edward Weatherstone & Priya Williams. 
  
Best dressed was Sophie Sweeney and Ben Kerr. 



 

 

Karaitianatanga/Christianity Alive  

Rev. Wendy 

Staying Faithful in a Changing World 
In Matiu/Matthew 24:3–14, Jesus reminds His disciples that 
even when the world feels uncertain—when challenges,  
conflicts and confusion seem to rise around us—we are 
called to stand firm in our faith. He tells us that “the one who 
stands firm to the end will be saved.”  
As students, friends and followers of Christ, we have the  
opportunity each day to live out that steadfast faith: showing 
love when others choose division, offering hope when fear takes hold and proclaiming the Good News 
in both word and action. Let us keep our hearts anchored in Jesus, trusting that His truth will never fade, 
even as the world changes around us. 
 
Matiu/Matthew 24:14 
“And the Good News about the Kingdom will be preached throughout the whole world, so that all na-
tions will hear it; and then the end will come.” 
 
“A e kauwhautia tenei rongopai o te rangatiratanga puta noa i te ao, hei mea whakaatu ki nga iwi katoa; 
a ko reira puta ai te mutunga.” 

Student Librarians end of year celebration 
The annual Student Librarians end of year celebration and thank you was held on Tuesday with a pizza lunch 
in the Library. We farewelled the eleven Year 11 Student Librarians who will be off to Senior College next year. 
Included in this group of leaving students were 4 team members who won the Wairarapa regional Readers 
Cup in Year 9 in 2023. Thanks to all the Student Librarians for your voluntary service to the school community, 
doing Library duty at Interval or lunch times throughout the year. 
Christina Bate 
Librarian 



 

 

Key Dates 
• Saturday 1 November - Rathkeale Fete  
• Saturday 1 November—Bronze DoE 
• Tuesday 4 November—NZQA Starts 
• Thursday 6 November—Foodbank Collection 
• Tuesday 11 November - Book Character Day 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Term One - Monday 27th January to Friday 11 April  
Term Two - Monday 28th April to Friday 27th June  
Term Three - Monday 14th July to Friday 19th September  
Term Four - Monday 6th October to Saturday 6 December 

Website 

School Calendar 

School Notices 

Facebook 

2025 Term Dates 

School App 
If you are new to St Matthew's Collegiate, or have yet to download, please follow the link to install our school 
app https://schoolappsnz.co.nz/install 
For current families, please update your subscription groups by clicking on the cog in the top right hand of the 
screen. It will take you to the groups for you to change. 

Congratulations to Maddison Duckett  who 
participated in the Open National/Ten Pin 
Bowling last weekend  in Porirua winning : 
Bronze Graded Doubles, Bronze Graded 
Teams and Gold Graded Masters.   
 

Open National/Ten Pin Bowling  

For the last lesson in Year 11 Spanish this week, the students had the chance to make churros con chocolate. The results were surprisingly 
professional and absolutely delicious. The churros were rolled in cinnamon sugar and dipped into a thick hot chocolate that Mrs Clearwa-
ter had purchased in Spain.¡Qué rico!  

Yr11 Spanish 

https://www.stmatts.school.nz/
https://stmatthews.school.kiwi/calendar/month/2025/02
https://stmatthews.school.kiwi/notices/date/2025-03-07
https://www.facebook.com/stmatthewscollegiate
https://schoolappsnz.co.nz/install


 

 



 

 

Community News and Events 

Defensive Driving Course with 

Lee Quayle 

My next  course will be on 1, 3, 8 and 10  
December 2025.  Course Cost $279 

 Go to the website defensivedriving.aa.co.nz 

Select Masterton 

Then select Quayle's Driving  
Instruction 

Then complete the form. 

Once I have the form, I can send you course 
details and an  
invoice.    
Or you can text or ph 
me on 021 154 7346 
Thank you  

Venue changed to Wairarapa College 



 

 


