
 

 

Term Three, Week Seven 

Principal’s Message 
Kia ora koutou, 
As we come to the close of this week—one filled with competition, courage, generosity, and growth—it is worth 
pausing to reflect not just on the scores or the results, but on the deeper lessons we have learned together. I 
needed a bit of help with this and as always, its themes come from the week we have all but completed. 

We have been reminded that our actions matter. Whether on the sports field, in the classroom, or in how we 
treat one another—there is accountability. Owning our choices, whether they lead to success or setbacks, is 
part of growing into the kind of people we hope to become, honest, humble, and strong in character. 

This week has also shown us the power of grace in defeat. It is never easy to lose. But we have seen girls offer 
handshakes with sincerity, cheer for the opposition, and hold their heads high—even when the scoreboard did 
not go their way. That is not weakness. That is strength. And when the win is ours, we need celebrate—with  
humility, knowing that victory is sweeter when shared in good spirit. 

There is so much to learn from loss and failure. It is a hard but valuable teacher. Loss and failure help us reflect, 
reset, and refocus. It shows us where we can grow, how we can train harder, listen more, and support each  
other better. If we let it, loss and failure can shape us into better athletes, better teammates, better ākonga, 
and better people. 

We also want to acknowledge the role of our parents—not just as cheerleaders, but as the ones who, over the 
years, have helped shape our values. The discipline we show on the field does not begin at practice—it starts at 
home. Your positive support, your encouragement from the sidelines, your calm presence in both wins and 
losses—it matters more than you know. It lifts us up, gives us confidence, and reminds us that our worth isn’t 
tied to a scoreboard. We all must remember that when support turns into pressure, or passion into frustration, 
we all lose something valuable. We want to be in a space where our young women feel safe to try, to fail, to 
grow, and to thrive—knowing they are backed by unwavering, positive support. 

And a word about decisions. One of the toughest parts of team sport is understanding that sometimes, not  
everyone plays every game. The decision about who starts and who sits belongs to the coach—who sees the 
bigger picture, balances strategy with development, and carries the weight of making the best call for the team. 
It is not always easy to accept, but it is part of learning to trust, to wait our turn, and to contribute in whatever 
role we are given. 

Finally, we have seen that giving generously—whether time, effort, or resources—has real power. The causes 
we supported this week are not abstract or distant. They are real. And what we gave mattered—to the  
recipients, yes—but also to us. Because when we give with open hands and hearts, we grow. We understand 
more. We become more connected, more compassionate, and more aware of the difference we can make in 
the world. 

To every person who played, supported, gave, and grew this week: well done. You have done more than  
compete. You have built character, shown courage. And you have lived the kind of values that last far longer 
than any final score. 
Have a safe and great weekend, and be your best selves.  Ngā Mihi 



 

 

Boarding Note 
Kia Ora Koutou. 
  
This morning Miss McCoy took these photos of 
boarders before they headed out the door. It is 
great to see our students getting behind our  
yellow accessory day in support of the Cancer  
Society. 
  
It has been a fairly quiet week with so many of our 
girls across all year levels away at their various 
sporting tournaments. Those who returned last 
night were understandably exhausted from days 
of back to back competition so were pleased 
there was a slightly slower start to the day. 
  
A reminder this is the final exeat weekend for 
Term 3. The boarding houses will close at  
approximately 5pm tonight and will reopen on 
Sunday from 6pm. 
  
Looking ahead, please note that our House Music 
Competition is on the last Thursday of term so 
those from out of town might like to start to make 
arrangements for this. Remember all students are 
expected at school on the last day of term. 
  
Enjoy the weekend. 
  
Ngā mihi 
 Jo 



 

 

Sports Board 

Tournament Week 

Day one of Lower North Island Netball 
Championships was a success for our 
Snr A Netball team with one win 
against Kaputi College and a loss to 
Wellington Girls  
The team are in great spirits. 

The support crew are amazing  
And all are thoroughly enjoying the  
tournament so far, 

 

Sunday -Senior A Netball 

1st Xl Hockey  
3-0 loss to Westlake Girls 

 

1st Xl Football  
6-1 loss to Taradale High 

3-2 loss to Horowhenua College 

 

Snr A Netball 

38-30 loss to Whanganui Collegiate  
38-31 win over Whitby Collegiate  
 

2nd Xl Hockey  
4-0 win over Onslow College  
 
 

Monday Results 



 

 

Tuesday Results 

Tuesday results from Winter Tournament Week an showing there is 
tough competition out there.  
Keep up the hard work people: 
Snr A Netball : win over Havelock North High School 33-14; Loss to 
Wairarapa College 38-26. We remain in the A Grade for LNISS. 

1st Xl Hockey:  Loss to Wellington Girls 2-1,Loss to St Andrew's 3-1 

1st Xl Football: Win over Taupo High School 1-0, Loss to Botany High School 3-1 

2nd Xl Hockey : Loss to Colombia High 2-0, Loss to Napier Girls High School 2-1 

Snr A Netball  
Loss to Dannevirke High School 30-22 

Win against Inglewood High School 35-20 

 

1st Xl Football  
Draw with Upper Hutt College 1-1 
 

1st Xl Hockey  
Loss to Christchurch Girls High 
School 2-1  
 

2nd Xl Hockey  
Win against Nga Tawa 4-1 

 

Wednesday Results 

Thursday Results 

Snr A Netball:  
two wins.  
21st in A Grade. 

 

Equestrian- Bella Wallace has been a stand out. 
Bella’s best results were:11th Two-Phase (SJ),9th 
Dressage,7th Accumulator (SJ), 3rd Show 
Hunter.There were 67 in the Show Jumping (SJ)  
classes!  
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Congratulations to Te Arawa Martin (Year7)  for her  
achievements of in this years Under 13 (Year 8) rugby  
competition.  
 
Te Arawa plays for Marist and has had an absolutely  
amazing season, earning "Most Improved Player" at the 
awards night.  
Te Arawa last  weekend, played in the Wairarapa Bush North 
v South rep game.  She played an outstanding game.   
Te Arawa dream is to play for the Black Ferns.   
The photo is of her from the North v South game.     

U13 Rugby 

North Island Primary  
School Ski Champs   

After a big day Monday  
skiing Zara Jorgensen managed 
to place 44th overall in the  
Parallel Slalom, Tuesday morn-
ing winning both her races in the 
same category. Well done Zara.  

First day of Barista course -  
students working on theory.  

Senior College  
Barista Course 



 

 

Karaitianatanga/Christianity Alive  

Rev. Wendy 

 At the heart of a Christ-centered community lies the value of respect—a reflection of God’s love in our rela-
tionships with others. Respect means treating each person with kindness, dignity and honour, recognising 
that every individual is made in the image of God (Genesis 1:27). 
  
The Bible teaches us, “Love each other with genuine affection and take delight in honouring each  
other,” (Romans 12:10). This spirit of humility and mutual regard builds unity in our classrooms, boarding 
houses and homes. 
  
Jesus modeled perfect respect – not only toward God the Father but also toward people from all walks of 
life. He reminded us, “So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you” (Matthew 7:12). 
As we follow His example, we learn that showing respect isn’t just good manners – it’s an act of obedience 
and worship. 
  
Let us continue to grow in respect, encouraging one  
another and building a school environment where every voice is valued and every person is seen as a  
beloved child of God. 
  
Romans 12:10 - Love each other with genuine  
affection and take delight in honoring each other. 
 
Rōma tekau ma rua v tekau – Ka aroha ki nga teina, kia tino 
pono te aroha tetahi ki tetahi; ka whakahonore, kia nui ta 
tetahi i tetahi. 



 

 

Iwi and Whānau Consultation Form – Supporting Māori and Pasifika Ākonga at St Matthew’s Collegiate 

We are proud of our ākonga and their cultures, and we recognise the richness that Māori and Pasifika learners 
and whānau bring to our kura.  We are committed to creating a place where all ākonga can thrive, feel seen, 
and be successful in ways that are meaningful to them and their whānau. As part of our journey to strengthen 
that commitment, we want to hear your voice. 

It is our hope that this consultation is not about looking for what is wrong — it is about building on what we are 
doing well, identifying where we can grow, and making sure we are walking in partnership with you. Your ideas 
and aspirations will help guide our priorities moving forward.   Click here to go to pdf form 
You can return this form via email to sm.principalspa@trinityschools.onmicrosoft.com  

https://www.stmatts.school.nz/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/grad-profile-student-booklet-yr-9_11.pdf
https://www.stmatts.school.nz/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Iwi-consultation.pdf


 

 

Key Dates 
• Sunday 31st August - Sheppard House Chapel 
• Tuesday 2nd September - Yr7 Vaccinations 
• Thursday 4th September - Sport and Cultural Photos 
• Thursday 4th September - SM Arts Evening 
• Sunday 7th September -  Batten House Chapel 
• Monday 15th September - Te Wiki o Te Reo Māori 
• Thursday 18th September -  Kapa Haka Festival 
• Friday 19 September - Last day of Term 3 

 
 
 

 
Term One - Monday 27th January to Friday 11 April  
Term Two - Monday 28th April to Friday 27th June  
Term Three - Monday 14th July to Friday 19th September  
Term Four - Monday 6th October to Saturday 6 December 

Website 

School Calendar School Notices 

Facebook 

2025 Term Dates 

School App 
If you are new to St Matthew's Collegiate, or have yet to download, please follow the link to install our school 
app https://schoolappsnz.co.nz/install 
For current families, please update your subscription groups by clicking on the cog in the top right hand of the 
screen. It will take you to the groups for you to change. 

Gretchen Williamson Excellence in  
Commerce Scholarship   
 
Applications are now open for the Gretchen  
Williamson Excellence in Commerce Scholarship, 
available to Year 13  
students intending to study Commerce at tertiary 
level. This prestigious scholarship offers $5,000 in 
funding over two years, as well as mentorship 
from Gretchen Williamson — a leading financial 
adviser and St Matthew’s Old Girl.  
Gretchen is passionate about supporting young 
women into careers in finance and  
investment. This scholarship is part of her ten-year 
commitment to helping close the wealth gap for 
women through education and opportunity. 
 

Applications close on 24 October 2025, with the 
recipient  
announced at Prizegiving in December. 

For more information and to apply,  
visit https://forms.gle/adGVwP9CMqPqpdyg7 

SMOGA Grant Now Open!  

https://www.stmatts.school.nz/
https://stmatthews.school.kiwi/calendar/month/2025/02
https://stmatthews.school.kiwi/notices/date/2025-03-07
https://www.facebook.com/stmatthewscollegiate
https://schoolappsnz.co.nz/install
https://forms.gle/adGVwP9CMqPqpdyg7


 

 

Community News  

and Events 

 



 

 



 

 


