
 

 

Principal’s Message 

Term Three, Week Four 

Kia ora koutou, 

Too often I hear as a reaction or more a reluctance to change this phrase “well we have always done in that 
way”. The reality is change is constant; yesterday has gone and will change into today; today will be over at 
midnight and change into tomorrow and all the while I have aged and therefore changed. 

Change happens rightly or wrongly and we must pivot to adapt to these changes. The other day the Minister 
of Education, Hon Erica Stanford, announced a proposal to replace NCEA with a new qualification pathway 
that is “more credible, coherent, and consistent – so that students leave school with qualifications that  
reflect their skills and knowledge, and set them up well for work, training, or further study.” This proposal is 
a response to evidence that NCEA is not working as it was intended. Your views on this proposal are  
incredibly important. Consultation is now open until 15 September, and I strongly encourage you to read the 
proposal I sent on Monday and share your feedback.  

Consultation on proposal to replace NCEA – Ministry of Education  

What generative AI is 

Generative artificial intelligence (GenAI) refers to a category of tools that can produce new content. 

While artificial intelligence (AI) has been part of everyday technology for some time—like predictive text or 
voice assistants—Generative AI represents a significant evolution and is becoming increasingly accessible 
through a range of free and paid tools. 

As our school begins to consider how AI might be used in teaching, learning, and administration, the  
information below provides a helpful introduction to support discussion around policy development and  
acceptable use guidelines.  

Generative AI – Ministry of Education 

 

Things my staff have shared with me that I want to share with you… 

There are times I say things that hit the right chord with people around me – I know right? I am no  
philosopher but 41 years and counting in the secondary and composite teaching profession, 35 years and 
counting as a parent and grandparent, a whole lot of years and counting on the planet- well you learn some 
profound stuff so I choose to share those profundities with my nearest and my dearest- daily. They love it :\ 
or :/ 

https://govt.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f59fcd18a691d315b5a045cb&id=d81435d98e&e=597fa2e32b
https://govt.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f59fcd18a691d315b5a045cb&id=bb3055aa6c&e=597fa2e32b


 

 

Because I work with people who know how I roll and roll with me, they share thoughts with me 
(sometimes even crediting me with the wisdom of the words) so I want to share them with you as we 
raise these young people together- a massive and important job. 

This share is by A.Moin who is credited with writing this and by jingo it rings true that “ the greatest  
lesson we can teach a child is to show up when they are not motivated. To do their homework when 
they are bored. To be kind when they are angry. To keep a promise when they are tired. This is how you 
build character. This is how you build a life. Do not just raise a child who is in touch with their feelings. 
Raise a child who is in command of their actions. One is the passenger. The other is the pilot.” 

ERO is here in week 10 

The purpose of ERO (Education Review Office) school visits is to support continuous improvement in 
teaching and learning so that all students, especially priority learners, can experience success. Rather 
than just focusing on compliance, ERO partners with schools to identify strengths, highlight areas for 
growth, and guide strategic development. Through a collaborative and developmental approach—
particularly under the Te Ara Huarau review model—ERO helps build school capability, strengthen 
leadership, and ensure that education is equitable, effective, and responsive to learners’ needs. These 
visits also provide transparency and assurance to whānau and communities about the quality of  
education being delivered. 

As always have a great and safe weekend while continuing to be your best selves. 

Ngā Mihi 
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Photo 1: Nell (Tutor) with Katelyn and Annebelle on the Main House stairs. 

Photo 2: Past and present boarding staff gathering 

This week we celebrated NZ Boarding week which has been lots of fun. There have been staff vs  
student table tennis matches, hot chips for afternoon tea from the Caterplus food truck, year level 
pizza nights, boarding tours, a boarding assembly, the first Kai Council hui and today we welcomed 
past and present boarding staff back to St Matthew’s for morning tea and a chat about all things 
boarding. Any given week in boarding is generally busy but this week was next level! 
  
A huge thank you to our boarding staff, tutors, catering team, minivan drivers, and cleaners for their 
contribution to boarding at St Matthew’s. Boarding could not function without you. 
  
Best wishes to all our Pent sports teams who are competing in Hawkes Bay this weekend. 

Ngā mihi. 
 Jo 



 

 

Hockey 
SMS Seniors vs Kuranui: 3-2 to Kuranui 

SMS Development vs WaiCol Development: 4-1 to 
SMS 

SM Stars: Default 

SMS 1st XI vs Feilding High School: 4-1 to SMS 

SMS Primary Teams - Cancelled 

Rifle Shooting 
Emily Wasson: 64.0 Charlotte Macauley:  
90.1 and 92.3 

Grace Jaspers: 78 

Audrey Hall: 97.4 and 94.2 
 

Football 
All local football was postponed due to weather 

1st XI vs Wellington easy girls colleges 2nds :  
3-1 to wegc 

Sport Results T3 Wk3 

Netball 

SMS Snr A vs Carterton Maroon: 48-37 to SMS 13 

SMS Development vs Greytown: 13-27 to Greytown 

SMS Gold vs Kuranui Senior Blue:23-14 to SMS 

SMS Yr 13 Social vs WaiCol Senior C: 28-19 

SMS Silver vs WaiCol Junior Blue: 19-8 to WC 

SMS Stars vs Chanel Development: 20-18 to SMS 

SMS 11s vs WaiCol Junior Green: 12-9 to WC 

SMS Jnr Yellow vs SMS Jnr Green: 21-7 to SMS 

SMS Jnr Black vs WaiCol Junior Yellow: 16-21 to WC 

SMS Jnr Pink vs Solway Junior White: 10-8 to Solway 

 

 

Sport Board 



 

 

School App 
If you are new to St Matthew's Collegiate, or have yet to download, please follow the link to install our school 
app https://schoolappsnz.co.nz/install 
For current families, please update your subscription groups by clicking on the cog in the top right hand of the 
screen. It will take you to the groups for you to change. 
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NZSS Squash was held in Wellington over the weekend.  
St Matthews Collegiate was represented by Sophie 
Sweeney, Gabriella Nicholson, Annabelle de Groot, Sarah 
Kirkup, Samantha Campbell and Eden McCreary. Although 
they lost their seeding in the first round, the team fought 
hard every match, improving and growing as a team. Thank 
you, Marco de Groot for your dedication and enthusiasm. 
The team is lucky to have you as their coach. Also, a big 
thanks to the supporters who travelled over the hill to cheer 
on the team. Bring on 2026!   

NZSS Squash 

Tuakana Teina Session  

This week we had our second 
Tuakana Teina session with the 
Year 9 and 10's. Some year 12 
and 13 health students came in 
and focused on the discussing 
the impact of peer pressure in 
regard to alcohol and the social 
life of teenagers.  
Beside is a  lovely photo of our 
young and old students.   

For our Year 13 business class we have had to make our own 
business and make a product which we can produce, market 
and sell. Our business is called Simply Soaps where we are 
making bars of soap. We have used two types of soap base 
one is kawakawa and the other is shea butter. We have three 
different scents which are vanilla, caramel and aloe. We are 
selling these at $7 each. We are selling through our 
Instagram account so please go give us a follow. 
 

Instagram: simplyy_soaps 
Thank you, 
Maddy, Jorja and Georgie 

https://schoolappsnz.co.nz/install


 

 

This national annual event has been celebrated in our library 
this week with bunting, book-marks and a brain teasing 
competition. There is a Library week display where staff have 
provided the title of a book they have enjoyed reading. The 
mission for students is to match the book with the staff 
member. (Pictured are Year 7 and Year 11 girls puzzling out 
their answers during Thursday lunch time). The competition 
closes at the end of next week.  

Aotearoa New Zealand School 



 

 

Senior College Bartending Course 

Some of our senior college girls attended a  
bartending course this week.  Learning how to serve alcohol  
responsibly. Students will understand characteristics of  
popular alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages served in bars 
and restaurants, and how to serve customers in different  
licensed premises.  

No alcohol is used on this course; however, alcohol types and 
their uses are discussed.  

Cadenza 
Kia Ora Koutou, many of you will be 
aware that Schola Cantorum is heading 
to Whanganui for the Lower North Island 
National Cadenza Competition this  
weekend. We would love to have some 
support in the audience at this event so if 
you are near Whanganui and would like to 
come and support us, we will perform our 
first recital at the Whanganui Opera 
House in the Sunday (10th) morning  
session which runs from 11am-12:15pm. 
We will perform our second recital on 
Monday (11th) in the second session 
which runs from 11:45am-1pm. These 
sessions are open to the public for $5 at 
the door. The Gala performance is on 
Monday (11th) evening starting at 7pm 
and tickets can be purchased online from 
this website:  
https://rwoh.sales.ticketsearch.com/
sales/salesevent/152232 

 

Hope to see you there! 

https://rwoh.sales.ticketsearch.com/sales/salesevent/152232
https://rwoh.sales.ticketsearch.com/sales/salesevent/152232


 

 

Karaitianatanga/Christianity Alive  

Rev. Wendy 

This week our Mark of Mission is Tend and our Value is Compassion. These two things go together  
rather well, especially when you look at the Mark Tend in its fullest form – “to respond to human need in loving 
service.” 
As you will have read, last week I spent my time in Christchurch at two different conferences, one of which 
was the Anglican Schools Conference for RE Teachers, Chaplains and Principals of Anglican Schools. One of 
the presentations we received at Christ’s College was from students from across the Anglican Schools of 
Christchurch speaking about what the Marks of Mission meant to them and how they outworked them in their 
contexts. One that was particularly impressive and moving was Christ’s and St Margaret’s Colleges combined, 
where in the first week of their Christmas Holidays they ran a camp for students with various disabilities and 
special educational needs. Sixteen young students participated and each participant were supported by three 
college students as their buddies, 24 hours per day, for the whole weekend. Even though only 48 students got 
to be buddies, there were more than 200 applicants for the role. There were also a large number of staff who 
attended and served in this space. It was called, “Sony Camp.” 
Supported by the Sony Foundation, this initiative was unbelievably beautiful. There is scope for us as a Trinity 
of Schools to replicated Sony Camp in our community – perhaps a goal for 2026? 



 

 



 

 

Key Dates 
• Saturday 2 August - Exeat Weekend 
• Monday 4 August - NZ School Library Week 
• Sunday 10 August - Big Sing Cadenza 
• Sunday 10 August - Senior Quad 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Term One - Monday 27th January to Friday 11 April  
Term Two - Monday 28th April to Friday 27th June  
Term Three - Monday 14th July to Friday 19th September  
Term Four - Monday 6th October to Saturday 6 December 

Website 

School Calendar School Notices 

Facebook 

2025 Term Dates 

Gretchen Williamson Excellence in  
Commerce Scholarship   
 
Applications are now open for the Gretchen  
Williamson Excellence in Commerce Scholarship, 
available to Year 13  
students intending to study Commerce at tertiary 
level. This prestigious scholarship offers $5,000 in 
funding over two years, as well as mentorship 
from Gretchen Williamson — a leading financial 
adviser and St Matthew’s Old Girl.  
Gretchen is passionate about supporting young 
women into careers in finance and  
investment. This scholarship is part of her ten-year 
commitment to helping close the wealth gap for 
women through education and opportunity. 
 

Applications close on 24 October 2025, with the 
recipient  
announced at Prizegiving in December. 

For more information and to apply,  
visit https://forms.gle/adGVwP9CMqPqpdyg7 

SMOGA Grant Now Open!  

https://www.stmatts.school.nz/
https://stmatthews.school.kiwi/calendar/month/2025/02
https://stmatthews.school.kiwi/notices/date/2025-03-07
https://www.facebook.com/stmatthewscollegiate
https://forms.gle/adGVwP9CMqPqpdyg7
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Gap Year Volunteering Information 
Webinar on Wednesday, 13 August 2025 at 7:00pm  
 
During this interactive Microsoft Teams session, you’ll 
discover how overseas volunteering can help young people 
build confidence, develop leadership skills, and gain a global 
perspective. 

Our expert International Programme Managers – James, 
Beata, and Josh – will share: 
 
An insider’s view of our transformative gap year experience 
 
A breakdown of the diverse volunteer roles available in 
the UK, Canada, Spain, Ghana , Poland, and Argentina. 
 

Practical tips for making the most of a gap year 
 
A live Q&A session to answer your questions 

Whether you're an educator, a careers adviser, or a parent 
helping students navigate post-school options, this session 
is a valuable opportunity to learn about exciting global 
placements and life-changing experiences 

https://calendly.com/alexbarton-newventures/info-session  

Thank you for your continued support in guiding young 
people toward purposeful pathways. I look forward to seeing 
you next Wednesday! 

 



 

 

Entry form available from the office or Mrs. Bucknell 


