
 

 

Principal’s Message 

Term Two, Week 8 

Kia Ora Koutou 

As we drift into Matariki weekend I want to once again (every other year I share this poem with the  
community) share Max Ehrmann’s poem, "Desiderata". The poem is there to teach you something, He wrote 
the poem for his daughter. It contains practical advice for day-to-day life, moral and religious philosophy, 
and ethics. 

Go placidly amid the noise and haste,  
and remember what peace there may be in silence. 

 As far as possible without surrender  
be on good terms with all persons.  

Speak your truth quietly and clearly;  
and listen to others,  

even the dull and the ignorant;  
they too have their story. 

He is giving advice to remain calm amongst the bustle of everyday life and to practice silence. Be on good 
terms with people without giving up personal values and assertiveness. Do not be argumentative but remain 
calm in interactions with others, to whom you should be respectful and attentive, even if you consider a  
person to be dull or ignorant. Everyone has a right to be heard. 

Avoid loud and aggressive persons,  
they are vexations to the spirit.  

If you compare yourself with others,  
you may become vain and bitter;  

for always there will be greater and lesser persons than yourself.  
Enjoy your achievements as well as your plans. 

Avoid people who are loud and aggressive, as they may upset your balance. There is nothing to be gained 
from comparing yourself to other people as there will always be those higher and lower in the pecking order. 
Comparisons can lead to vanity or bitterness. Keep it simple and enjoy your own achievements in life ….or 
your plans for you. 

Keep interested in your own career, however humble;  
It is a real possession in the changing fortunes of time.  

Exercise caution in your business affairs;  
or the world is full of trickery.  

But let this not blind you to what virtue there is;  
many persons strive for high ideals;  

and everywhere life is full of heroism. 



 

 

Whatever you do, treasure it and do your best, as it is better to be employed, however humble the work 
might be, than to be unemployed. Be grateful that you have something 

that you do. Be cautious when conducting financial transactions because some people will attempt to  
deceive you. But despite the fact that there are many fraudsters and not so very nice people, do not  
become blind to the fact that there are also many good people, who have high moral standards. There are 
heroes in every walk of life. 

Be yourself.  
Especially, do not feign affection.  

Neither be cynical about love;  
for in the face of all aridity and disenchantment  

it is as perennial as the grass. 

Do not pretend to be the type of person that you are not, or to have feelings that you do not have. Most of 
all do not pretend to like a person when there is no love in your heart. But do not underestimate the power 
of love, which survives in the most terrible of circumstances. Defer to the wisdom of the older generation. 
Develop a strong character that will help you to survive the things that are difficult, but do not imagine bad 
things that may never happen - you may be thinking of such things because you are tired or lonely. 

Take kindly the counsel of the years,  
gracefully surrendering the things of youth.  

Nurture strength of spirit to shield you in sudden misfortune.  
But do not distress yourself with dark imaginings.  

Many fears are born of fatigue and loneliness.  
Beyond a wholesome discipline,  

be gentle with yourself. 

You are a child of the universe,  
no less than the trees and the stars;  

you have a right to be here.  
And whether or not it is clear to you,  

no doubt the universe is unfolding as it should. 

Do not be overly self-critical. You are part of an all-encompassing universe and no less important than any 
other component within it. You may not realise this, but there is a purpose for us all 

Therefore be at peace with God,  
whatever you conceive Him to be,  

and whatever your labors and aspirations, 
in the noisy confusion of life keep peace with your soul. 

With all its sham, drudgery, and broken dreams,  
it is still a beautiful world. 

Be cheerful.  
Strive to be happy. 

Accept of the reality of God, or a greater power than human, whatever you imagine 'Him' to be. Maintain a 
clear conscience. Despite the things that do not go the way we want, the world is still beautiful. 

Have a great weekend, make good choices, be safe and your best selves. 

Ngā Mihi 



 

 

Kia Ora Koutou. 
  
A huge thank you to our Year 13 Boarding Leaders for their assistance at our Matariki celebrations 
last night. 
  
After a lovely dinner, the girls enjoyed a general knowledge quiz about all aspects of Matariki and 
while the scores were being tallied, each table shared gorgeous dessert platters. With a few other 
fun activities during the evening (a pinata and mystery prizes under chairs), we had a great time  
together. 
  
Thanks to Rev. Wendy for her blessing and to our fabulous Caterplus kitchen staff for making our  
celebrations so special. 
  
As we head into the long weekend, please note that both boarding houses will close around 5pm  
tonight and will reopen 6pm on Sunday evening. 
  
With only one week remaining, all boarders must pack up and clean their rooms, have them checked 
by a boarding staff member and  
activate their “end of term” Orah 
passes for the holidays. 
  
We look forward to an enjoyable last 
week of Term two. 
  
Ngā Mihi 
  

Boarding  

Note 



 

 

Sport Board 

Sport Results Wk7 
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Junior Pent was a success with great games played across the three codes and great sportsmanship 
throughout.  All involved represented the school to an exceptional level.  
We placed 3rd Overall. 

 
Overall results were as follows: 

Hockey 2nd  
Netball 3rd  
Football 3rd = 

MVPs from the tournament  
Hockey - Isobella Shearing 

Netball - Orlagh Holden 

Football - Annabelle Wyeth  
 
 
The staff were fantastic and 
helped make it a trip to remember 
for the students involved.  Lots of 
smiles and laughter upon return.   
Great success :)  

Junior Pent 

Whanganui Collegiate Fixture was a great success today. 
We had beautiful weather – all seems to have a fantastic time and the following are results from all games 
played: 
  
Snr A Netball – 48-45 win to Whanganui Collegiate 
Jnr Netball 11-9 win to St Matthews Collegiate 
Development Hockey 6-0 win to St Matthew’s Collegiate 
1st Xl Hockey 1-1 draw 
1st Xl Football 1-0 win to St Matthew’s Collegiate 
  
Thanks to the following staff and volunteers for assisting today 
Aleisha Mahony, Salty Kennedy, Nathan Williams, Belinda Wells, Matthew Dudley, Tally Jackson, Amy Williams, 
Sally Rutherford, Jo Fawcett, Chris Wilkie, Sara Orsborn and Nell. 

Whanganui Collegiate Exchange 
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MATARIKI Celebrations 

Student librarians have made a stunning Matariki display  

Ka mahuta a Matariki i te pae,  
ka mahuta ō tātou tūmanako ki te tau 
When Matariki rises above the horizon,  
our aspirations rise to the year ahead 



 

 

Website School Calendar 
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School Notices Facebook 

School App 
If you are new to St Matthew's Collegiate, or have yet to download, please follow the link to install our school 
app https://schoolappsnz.co.nz/install 
For current families, please update your subscription groups by clicking on the cog in the top right hand of the 
screen. It will take you to the groups for you to change. 

   
This coming Sunday celebrates Te Pouhere, our Three Tikanga Anglican Movement Constitution. If you 
would like to read this document, you can do so here: https://www.anglican.org.nz/Resources/Canons  
You will need to scroll down past the Canons to Te Pouhere, you will find both English and Te Reo Māori 
versions. 
This document, after a preamble, states, “This Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and 
Polynesia is made up of te Pīhopatanga o Aotearoa, Dioceses in New Zealand, and the Diocese of 
Polynesia,” “Ko nga mema o te Hahi Mihinare ki Aotearoa ki Niu Tireni me nga Moutere o Te Moana Nui a 
Kiwa, ko Te Pīhopatanga o Aotearoa, ko nga Pīhopatanga o Niu Tireni ko nga Pīhopatanga o Te Moana 
Nui a Kiwa.” 
Archbishop Don Tamihere: Represents Te Pīhopa o Aotearoa, Tikanga Māori; Archbishop Justin 
Duckworth: Represents Tikanga Pākehā; Archbishop Sione Uluʻilakepa: represents Tikanga Pasefika. 
These three archbishops function as co-primates, leading the church together. The Anglican Movement 
of Aotearoa / New Zealand and Polynesia is an example of co-governance across cultures. 

Rev. Wendy 

Defensive Driving Course with Lee Quayle 

 Next course will be on 28th & 30th  July and 4th & 6th August, Course Cost $279 

Go to the website defensivedriving.aa.co.nz 

Select Masterton 
Then select Quayle's Driving Instruction 
Then complete the form. 
Once I have the form, I can send you course details 
and an invoice.  

Thank you  

Karaitianatanga/Christianity Alive  

https://www.stmatts.school.nz/
https://stmatthews.school.kiwi/calendar/month/2025/02
https://stmatthews.school.kiwi/calendar/month/2025/02
https://stmatthews.school.kiwi/notices/date/2025-03-07
https://www.facebook.com/stmatthewscollegiate
https://schoolappsnz.co.nz/install
https://www.anglican.org.nz/Resources/Canons


 

 

Key Dates 
• Friday 20th June - Matariki  
• Friday 20th June - Exeat weekend 
• Sunday 22nd June - Batten House Chapel 
• Tuesday 24th June - Wgtn Regional Primary Cross Country 
• Wednesday 25th June - Pasifika Fusion 
• Thursday 26th June - Pasifika Fusion 
• Thursday 26th June - Readers Cup 
• Friday 27th June - Smokefree RockQuest 
• Friday 27th June - Last day of Term 2 
• Monday 14th July - First day of Term 3 

 
 

  
 
Term One - Monday 27th January to Friday 11 April  
Term Two - Monday 28th April to Friday 27th June  
Term Three - Monday 14th July to Friday 19th September  
Term Four - Monday 6th October to Saturday 6 December 

2025 Term Dates 



 

 

Community News and Events 

High School Exchanges! 

If you want to know more about overseas High School Ex-
changes from Your Education, register your interest for our 
next online Information session on Wednesday, 18th June at 
6.00pm or Wednesday 2nd July at 6.00pm.. All interested par-
ents and students Y9–Y13 welcome. An experienced staff 
member and returnee will share information about the desti-
nations we are offering in 2025 and 2026. RSVP on our  
website  www.youreducation.co.nz/next-steps.  
Follow us on Instagram @youreducationexchanges for regu-
lar updates and stories from us. 

http://www.youreducation.co.nz/next-steps


 

 


