
 

 

Principal’s Message 

Term Two, Week 5 

Kia Ora Koutou 

Is it really Friday? Short weeks mean longer breaks but they also mean an intensity of activity over 
fewer days. We got here and we managed some BIG stuff so well done to us all. 

Royal Honours- A Dedication to Dame Catriona Williams 

One major feat has been the acknowledgement to an amazing woman, an  
amazing St Matthew’s old girl Catriona Williams (nee McLeod). 

Today, with deep pride and heartfelt admiration, we honour one of our own — 
Dame Catriona Williams — for her extraordinary achievement and  
recent investiture as a Dame Companion of the New Zealand Order of Merit. 

To see one of our old girls recognised at the highest level for her unwavering 
courage, advocacy, and contribution to the lives of others is both humbling and 
inspiring. Dame Catriona’s journey has been one marked by resilience,  
leadership, and a fierce commitment to making a difference — values that lie at 
the heart of our school. 

From her early years within these school gates, Catriona stood out for her passion, determination, 
and grace. Those of us who knew her then will remember a young woman full of drive and  
generosity, already embodying the qualities that would later define her public life. Her love for 
horses, the land, and community was clear even then, and would go on to shape her career as a 
world-class equestrian and, following her life-changing accident, her tireless  
advocacy for spinal cord research and accessibility. 

What is so powerful about Dame Catriona’s story is not just what she has endured, but how she 
has chosen to respond — with purpose, optimism, and leadership. Founding the CatWalk Trust and 
championing hope for those with spinal cord injuries has given new life to countless  
others. She has taken personal tragedy and turned it into collective possibility — and in doing so, 
has brought honour not only to herself and her family, but to all who have walked through this 
school. 

Dame Catriona, your recognition is richly deserved, and it stands as a shining example to every 
young woman in our school today. You have shown us what it means to lead with heart, to rise 
with dignity, and to serve with courage. You remind us that strength is not found in what we can do 
alone, but in what we inspire others to believe is possible. 

 



 

 

We are so proud to call you one of our own. On behalf of our entire school community — students, 
staff, alumnae, and families — we offer our deepest congratulations and gratitude. Your journey 
lights a path for generations of young women to follow. There will be school celebration in the  
immediate future so we can all pay tribute to Dame Catriona. 

Ngā mihi maioha, Dame Catriona, thank you for showing us the true meaning of mana, grace, and 
purpose. 

Teacher Only Day June 3 

Thank you for giving space to our Wairarapa wide teacher only day on Tuesday. I took the  
opportunity to take up the Jase Wiliams workshops as my foray into the Relational Approaches we 
will introduce to our school. 

As a school dedicated to nurturing the next generation of leaders in business, agriculture, science, 
and all manner of careers beyond, we are always seeking meaningful and innovative ways to  
improve our teaching and learning practices. Today, I want to talk to you about a transformative 
educational philosophy pioneered by Jase Williams at Henry Hill School in Hawke’s Bay — one 
that we believe can deeply enrich the educational journey of our girls aged 11 to 18. 

Jase Williams introduced a powerful relational approach to teaching and learning that centres on 
identity, connection, and shared responsibility. At its heart, this model is about building strong,  
authentic relationships between students, teachers, whānau (families), and the wider community. It 
asks us to see each learner as a whole person — with a story, a culture, and a voice that matters. 

What makes this approach so relevant for us — a high-performing, resource-rich school — is that 
it challenges us to look beyond academic outcomes alone. It asks us to reframe success not only in 
terms of individual achievement but in how we care for one another, how we relate, and how we 
grow together. 

This is especially important in a school like ours, where many of our students come from families 
involved in areas deeply connected to relationships, sustainability, and long-term thinking. A  
relational approach aligns beautifully with those values. It invites our girls to learn how to lead 
with empathy, to communicate across generations and cultures, and to understand that success is 
built not in isolation but in relationship with others. 

Jase Williams’ programme at Henry Hill in the Hawkes Bay did not just improve academic results 
— it transformed school culture. Students felt seen, heard, and valued. Teachers collaborated more 
deeply. Families became genuine partners in learning. These are the kinds of outcomes we seek as 
we prepare our young women not just for university or the workforce, but for lives of purpose, 
leadership, and contribution. 

Implementing this approach in our school will mean more than a shift in pedagogy — it will be a 
shift in mindset. We will reinforce our focus on restorative practices, culturally responsive  
teaching, and student-led learning. We will make space for voice and identity and ensure every girl 
in our care feels she belongs, and has the power to lead. 

We believe this is not only a model worth adopting, but one that aligns beautifully with our values 
as a community committed to excellence, sustainability, and leadership. It is especially relevant for 
a school like ours, with strong roots in farming and business, where relationships and stewardship 
are foundational principles. 

To make this work meaningful and consistent across our school, we understand how essential it 
will be that our teaching teams engage fully in this journey. This is not just a senior school  
initiative — it is a whole-school transformation.  



 

 

By unifying our approach from Years 7 through 13, we can ensure that every student, from 
their first day with us through to graduation, experiences learning that is grounded in trust, 
belonging, and purpose. For that reason, we have joined our brother school Rathkeale in 
‘signing up’ to this approach. 

Our teachers of years 7 and 8 play a pivotal role in laying this foundation. They are the first 
to help students build confidence, identity, and a sense of belonging in our school. With a  
relational approach, these early years become even more powerful in shaping self-worth and 
motivation. 

Our teachers of years 9 and beyond carry forward that momentum, equipping our young 
women with the tools to think critically, lead authentically, and work collaboratively. By  
embedding relational practices in subject-specific teaching, assessment, and pastoral care, 
they ensure learning remains relevant, inclusive, and responsive to each girl’s individual 
journey. 

Together, our teaching teams — across year levels and disciplines — will focus on culturally 
sustaining practices, student voice, whānau partnerships, and restorative ways of working. 
This means prioritising connection over control, dialogue over discipline, and relationships 
over routine. 

To our students: your relationships matter. Your identity matters. Your voice matters. You are 
more than your grades — you are future businesswomen, scientists, farmers, creators, and 
changemakers. And we are here to walk beside you, every step of the way. 

Let us honour the values of connection, leadership, and excellence by embracing a relational 
approach — and shaping a school culture that reflects the very best of who we are and who 
we can become. 

Have a great and safe weekend 

Ngā Mihi 
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Kia Ora Koutou. 
  
Congratulations to all who were involved in the Big Sing Competition yesterday.  
After a huge day of travelling and performing it was lovely to see that our amazing 
kitchen staff had homemade veggie soup as an option for the girls at both morning 
tea and lunch today. 
  
Despite the short week, our boarders seem particularly busy at school whether it 
be with sporting, cultural or academic commitments. Many thanks to Sophie  
Williams our Academic Prefect for making herself available on Tuesdays to assist 
boarders who may be finding a subject difficult. If Sophie can not help, she is  
happy to organise someone who can. Boarders please make use of this peer  
tutoring. We are lucky to have Sophie on board. 
  
As we head into Week 7, please note that it is the Junior Pent tournament next 
weekend. We are expecting some boarders to stay in over the weekend due to the 
Sunday departure. Please ensure your daughter signs up for the weekend catering 
if she is intending to stay. 
  
Enjoy the weekend and keep warm. It’s meant to be chilly! 
  
Ngā mihi 
 Jo 

Photo above of boarders morning tea. 
From left: Sophie White and Isabel Bailey (Year 11) and Louisa Wilkie (Year 7) 



 

 

Sport Board 

Thursday night  our 1st 11 Hockey team had a good win over Wai Col 4-1 -  
Frannie  scoring 3.  A great game of hockey with sportsmanship to match! 
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Our Poly group performed on Wednesday morning at assembly, thank you to Heaven 
Kava and Andrea Borland.   Our Poly group then went to Lakeview school for the Flag 
raising and traditional Ava ceremony - experiencing a traditional welcoming  
ceremony, followed by Ipu tī /sharing umu/ cultural food - creating connections and 
sharing kai with other schools and community members.  

During Kotahitanga on Thursday  the Mākoura College Pasifika group came to  
perform to our students and staff.   Faafetai le Kolisi o Makoura 

 

Friday night at the Masterton 
Recreational Centre is the  
Fiafia night showcasing  
Samoan Culture through songs, 
dances and performances -  
Our St Matthew's Poly Group is 
performing at 6pm.  

https://www.facebook.com/makouracollege?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX1bUgE7rJQIPdTEi5crGlf7sw7N6Bm9jkjXp4XD5Am1Kc8tndWqhMFZaeeq-8nMj4c7HE3pn5zaGJIgnwMnIuGc7lzrJqJtYdR2k3joDnTeGOiFfAHrL17KpbPnPGKeOQbxbGYHobqByAZQJy8VVeduTpzNiAKmtkDbuu1SoablbWDkZaWdiRp5xMvXJ8Cp0o&__tn__=-


 

 

St Matthew’s Shines at The Big Sing – Wellington Festival 

Last night, St Matthew’s Collegiate was proudly represented by five choirs at the Wellington Big Sing Festival: 
Ngātahi Cultural Group, Jabulani (Year 13 Choir), Treble Tones (Year 11 Choir), Junior Choir, and Schola  
Cantorum. Each group took to the stage with confidence and enthusiasm, showcasing not only their musical 
talents but also the pride and spirit of our school. 
It was a full and vibrant day for the girls, who spent time watching and supporting many other school choirs 
from across the region. Of course, our own students gave full-throated encouragement when it came time to 
cheer on our St Matthew’s groups—a true display of camaraderie and school spirit. 
Special thanks must go to the dedicated staff who helped make the day such a success, both behind the 
scenes and in the lead-up to the festival. A particular shout-out to the student leaders of Jabulani and Ngātahi, 
whose hard work and commitment in preparing their groups were key to the displays we saw on stage. 
As the director of Treble Tones, Junior Choir, and Schola Cantorum, I was incredibly proud of the effort, focus, 
and musicality these students brought to what is the largest and most prestigious choral event of the year. 
Their dedication truly paid off, and they represented St Matthew’s with excellence. 
Ngā mihi nui to everyone involved for making this a memorable and successful day of music and connection. 
Andrew Atkins (HOD Music and Drama)  



 

 

Website 

School Calendar 

School Notices 

Facebook 

School App 
If you are new to St Matthew's Collegiate, or have yet to download, please follow the link to install our school 
app https://schoolappsnz.co.nz/install 
For current families, please update your subscription groups by clicking on the cog in the top right hand of the 
screen. It will take you to the groups for you to change. 

   
Talofa lava! This week is Samoan Language Week.  
Our Mark of Mission is Tell and our School Value is Commitment. 
Walking day to day with God is simple. The Good News that we are to tell about, we can tell through how 
we act and are. If we commit ourselves through talking to God, we ask God to strengthen us through His 
Holy Spirit to love others as ourselves, we then exemplify Christianity – through love. This is the prayer 
for us to come to God with – in English and Samoan: 
 
Almighty God, 
you know all our hearts, 
all our desires, 
there is nothing hidden from your sight. 
Purify our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may truly love you, 
and glorify your holy name, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
  
Le Atua silisili ‘ese, 
e te silafia o matou loto uma, 
ō matou manaoga uma, 
e leai se mea e lilo i lau silafaga. 
Faamama o matou loto 
i le musumusuga a lou Agaga Paia, 
ina ia matou alofa moni ia te oe, 
ma viia ai lou suafa paia, 
e ala atu i lo matou Faaola o Iesu Keriso. 
Amene. 
  
When we truly love God, we will truly love others, because His 
love will overflow out of us like mentos in a coke bottle! 
  
Thank you very much / tēnā rawa atu koe, Rev. Wendy 

https://www.stmatts.school.nz/
https://stmatthews.school.kiwi/calendar/month/2025/02
https://stmatthews.school.kiwi/notices/date/2025-03-07
https://www.facebook.com/stmatthewscollegiate
https://schoolappsnz.co.nz/install


 

 

Key Dates 
• Saturday 7 June - SC Dinner Dance 
• Friday 13th June - Rise Up AYM Camp 

Sunday 15th June - Junior Pent 
• Wednesday 18th June- Whanganui Collegiate Fixture 
• Friday 20th June - Matariki  
• Friday 20th June - Exeat weekend 
• Sunday 22nd June - Batten House Chapel 

 
 

  
 
Term One - Monday 27th January to Friday 11 April  
Term Two - Monday 28th April to Friday 27th June  
Term Three - Monday 14th July to Friday 19th September  
Term Four - Monday 6th October to Saturday 6 December 

2025 Term Dates 



 

 

Community News and Events 

All the best to the following students who 
are on Talent Wairarapa this Saturday 
night. 

Evie and Olivia Leach 
Stella Carrington 
Ruby Bremner 
Amy Kuipers 
Simone Kittow 

We wish you well  for Saturday night!!!! 



 

 

For more information please contact Ignite 
& Elevate Coordinator, Annelise Scott at 
annelise.scott@solwaycollege.school.nz 

We look forward to seeing you there! 



 

 


