
 

 

Principal’s Message 

Term Two, Week 5 

Kia Ora Koutou 

It has been a busy week and looks to be a busy weekend. I have been at Conference at the start 
of the week, adding more knowledge to my kete but also meeting and sharing with colleagues. 

We also send prayers of strength to Mrs Sherwen who is with her ailing mother. 

King’s Birthday Reunion weekend 

The years of the 5s from St Matthew’s and Rathkeale arrive tonight for the cocktail event at 
Rathkeale. Tomorrow, they visit their respective schools to tour their old spaces. I am grateful 
to the current students and staff who will assist with this event. More I acknowledge the work 
of St Matthew’s Old Girls’ Association and Rathkeale Old Boys’ Association for making these 
moments happen. 

Reminder 

Because of the long weekend and the Wairarapa combined schools professional learning day on 
Tuesday June 3, students return to classes next Wednesday 

The Old Cherokee Tale of the Two Wolves 

I read this recently and shared it with the staff. I want to now share it with you and then give 
my messages I believe it raises for us all. 

An old Cherokee is teaching his grandson about life. He says: 

“A fight is going on inside me. It is a terrible fight between two wolves. One is evil—he is  
anger, envy, sorrow, regret, greed, arrogance, self-pity, guilt, resentment, inferiority, lies, false 
pride, superiority, and ego. The other is good—he is joy, peace, love, hope, serenity, humility, 
kindness, benevolence, empathy, generosity, truth, compassion, and faith. The same fight is  
going on inside you—and inside every other person, too.” 

The grandson thought about it for a minute and then asked his grandfather: 

“Which wolf will win?” 

The old Cherokee simply replied: “The one you feed.” 



 

 

This tale holds powerful wisdom, but its true strength comes from how it is applied. Inside 
each of us, we carry many voices—the one that lifts us up, and the one that tears us down. 
Every day, with every choice, we feed one or the other. For young women growing up in a 
world full of comparison, pressure, and constant noise, this tale reminds us that we are not 
powerless. You get to choose which voice becomes louder. 

Will you feed the wolf that tells you that you are not enough? Or will you feed the one that 
reminds you of your strength, your kindness, your dreams? 

Families, your words and support are part of what these youth are feeding on. Your love 
helps grow the good wolf in them. Let’s help our daughters, sisters, and students believe in 
themselves—not just by telling them they are strong, but by showing them how to feed 
that strength every day. 

So, it is about choice and responsibility. Each of us has the power over which thoughts and 
feelings you let grow. It is about self-worth and not believing the voice that says you are 
not enough—it is just the hungry bad wolf talking. Families can help feed the good wolf 
through love, encouragement, and presence- so know your support systems. It is normal to 
feel both good and bad, but you are not controlled by those feelings. Finally, it is about  
resilience and growth. Feeding the good wolf is a daily practice. Mistakes do not mean 
failure—they are part of learning. 

Have a great and safe weekend 

Ngā Mihi 
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Kia Ora Koutou. 
  
This week I had the privilege of attending the New Zealand Boarding Schools  
Association (NZBSA) conference, a gathering of boarding directors and staff from 
throughout the country. It was an extremely worthwhile experience, full of shared 
insights, robust discussions, and valuable professional connections that are sure 
to benefit our own boarding programme. 
  
In addition to the many presentations, we had the chance to tour several boarding 
schools in Dunedin, gaining valuable perspective on different facilities, routines, 
and philosophies. Seeing these environments firsthand was a great reminder that 
while each school is unique, we all share common goals of providing safe,  
supportive, and enriching experiences for our boarders. 
  
A reminder that the boarding houses close for King’s Birthday at approximately 
5pm tonight and they will reopen on Tuesday at 2.30pm due to the Teachers Only 
Day. 
  
Enjoy the long weekend with your daughter/s at 
home. 
  
Nga mihi. 
Ngā Mihi,   Jo  

Entrance to Bishop House, Columba College.  

View from St Hilda’s common room area.  

John McGlashan College. 



 

 

Congratulations to the following finalists from our St Matthew’s 
family – ex students, current students and parents  

Ocean Bartlett – ex student. 
U18 Hockey team – a number of our students play in this team. 
Wairarapa Koru’s – women’s cricket team , a  
number of our students are in this team. 
Scott Kennedy for coach of the year – a parent of our school and 
coach of our 1st Xl Hockey Team. 
Tony Lyford – former parent and ex coach for both cricket and 
hockey. 
Emma McLeod – ex student. 
Vanessa Taylor – ex student. 
Let’s show our support whānau and get voting  

CSW Cross Country Champs held at Harcourt Park on Tuesday with 
380 competing athletes!  Congratulations to Annabelle, Tilly, Sarah, 
Charlotte and Riley  for representing St Matthew's Collegiate 

 

Sport Board 

Regional Cross Country 
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Vocal Spectacular 

Many thanks to all the students, staff, 
and parents that came out to support 
the Vocal Spectacular.  It was a fantastic 
evening with some marvelous displays 
of musical and cultural talent. How 
lucky are we to live in such a musically 
vibrant community. Well done to our 
Junior Choir, our year 11 fun choir  
Treble Tones, and 
Schola Cantorum.  

Andrew Atkins 
(HOD, Music and 
Drama)  
Photo credit:  
Samuel Watkis 

Dr. Kelly's y13 Chemistry class carried out  'silver mirror test for the presence of 
aldehydes' This test produces silver in the test tubes which then look like mirrors 
and proves that glucose is an aldehyde  but  sucrose is not.   

Yr13 Chemistry 



 

 

Website School Calendar 

School Notices Facebook 

School App 
If you are new to St Matthew's Collegiate, or have yet to download, please follow the link to install our school 
app https://schoolappsnz.co.nz/install 
For current families, please update your subscription groups by clicking on the cog in the top right hand of the 
screen. It will take you to the groups for you to change. 

Mark of Mission – Tell – Ascension Day/Te Rā Kakenga! 
  
This week on Thursday we celebrate the day that Jesus ascended into heaven after having spent time 
with His disciples following His resurrection. The Good News of the Gospel is that through Jesus, God 
wants to have a personal relationship with us. He loves us, He cherishes us, He is our biggest cheer 
leader! Reach out to God, in your own way, and ask Him to be real to you this week. 
  
Eternal God, by raising Jesus from the dead you proclaimed his victory, and by his ascension you  
declared him king. Lift our hearts to heaven that we may live and reign with him. This we ask through  
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
  
E te Atua mutunga kore, nāu nei i whakaara ake a Īhu mai i te mate ka kauwhautia e koe tōna wikitōria, 
mā tōna kakenga ake ka whakatauhia koe hei kīngi. Whakaarahia ō mātou ngākau ki te rangi kia ora ai 
mātou kia kīngi tahi me ia. E īnoi ai mātou i roto i a te Karaiti tō mātou Ariki. 
Āmine. 

Rev. Wendy 

https://www.stmatts.school.nz/
https://stmatthews.school.kiwi/calendar/month/2025/02
https://stmatthews.school.kiwi/notices/date/2025-03-07
https://www.facebook.com/stmatthewscollegiate
https://schoolappsnz.co.nz/install


 

 

Our Mental Health- You are not alone  

MŌ TĀTOU, NĀ TĀTOU – TAUTOKO RANGATAHI O WAIRARAPA FOR US, BY US – RANGATAHI SUPPORT WAIRARAPA  

You will see a list below of helping agencies and resources available to our community for mental health and  
addictions supports. This initiative is there to remind us all that we are not alone. As they state you can ‘reach out, 
reconnect, and recover’.  



 

 

Key Dates 
• Saturday 31st May - Exeat long Weekend 
• Saturday 31st May -  Reunion Weekend 
• Monday 2 June - King’s Birthday stat day 
• Tuesday 3 June - Teacher Only day 
• Wednesday 5 June - Big Sing Wellington 
• Saturday 7 June - SC Dinner Dance 
• Friday 20th June - Matariki  
• Friday 20th June - Exeat weekend 
• Sunday 22nd June - Batten House Chapel 

 
 

  
 
Term One - Monday 27th January to Friday 11 April  
Term Two - Monday 28th April to Friday 27th June  
Term Three - Monday 14th July to Friday 19th September  
Term Four - Monday 6th October to Saturday 6 December 

2025 Term Dates 

SMOGA Grants Now 
 
The St Matthew’s Old Girls’ Association (SMOGA) is delighted to open applications 
for two exciting student opportunities 

Outward Bound Grant – A $2,500 grant (incl. GST) toward an 8-day or 21-day Teen 
Outward Bound course. 
Apply here: https://forms.gle/HpwLqLJw1BUp99tD6 

Spirit of Adventure Grant – A fully funded voyage aboard the  
Spirit of New Zealand. 
Apply here: https://forms.gle/wbx2Wtu2tj9jJtZVA 

These grants are open to current students in Years 11–13 who are either  
daughters, nieces, or  granddaughters of SMOGA members, or who join SMOGA as part of 
the application process. 

For full details, please visit: www.stmatts.school.nz/academic/scholarships/ 

 

https://forms.gle/HpwLqLJw1BUp99tD6
https://forms.gle/wbx2Wtu2tj9jJtZVA
https://www.stmatts.school.nz/academic/scholarships/


 

 



 

 

Community News and Events 



 

 

 
Aratoi Raffle Fundraiser 

Be in to win a Robin White painting! 
 

As part of our fundraising auction Aratoi is raffling a painting 
by Robin White (first draw) as well as a painting by  
Linda Tilyard, with Franis Kirkham huia earrings, an Aratoi  
T-shirt and an Aratoi tote bag (second draw) 
First draw: Robin White, War Rug, 2020,  
acrylic on canvas (size 20cm x 26cm) 
 
Second draw: Linda Tilyard, Strange Times, Francis Kirkham, 
Huia Earrings, Aratoi Tote bag and T-shirt 
 
Tickets $10.00 each. There is no limit to how many tickets 
you can buy. Please pass on, share around to your school 
community. 
 
Raffle Tickets: available from Aratoi front desk, in-
fo@aratoi.co.nz, 06 370 0001 
 
The winner will be drawn at the Aratoi Art Auction on 13 June 
2025. You don’t need to attend the auction to be in the draw – 
so get your tickets now! 
 


