
 

 

Principal’s Message 

Term Two, Week 4 

Kia Ora Koutou 

We are thrilled with the overwhelming response to 2026 enrolment opportunities. Our two main entry 
points are years 7 and 9 and we are certainly open to more looking to join us next year but with such  
limited spaces they best be quick to contact. Let your friends know to start making contact for 2027. 

It is heartening to see such strong interest in our school, reflecting the enduring value of our community 
and educational offering. What is especially moving, however, is the number of Old Girls now seeking 
the same rich experience for their own daughters. To see past students return as parents, choosing to 
entrust us with the next generation, speaks volumes about the legacy and spirit of our school. It is both 
humbling and a source of great pride to welcome these families home once again. Thank you for your 
trust. 

Sitting ahead is the King’s Birthday Reunion weekend where we will once again host St Matthew’s  
students of yesteryear (the year of the 5s) rekindling those joyous days of their youth. 

Sideline Support: Let’s Keep It Fun (and Kind) 

As we head into another busy season of winter sport, I wanted to remind ourselves about  something 
that makes a big difference: positive sideline behaviour. 

Our girls give it their all out there—whether they are new to the sport or eyeing future representative  
honours. But at the end of the day, they are school kids, not professionals (yet!). What they need most is 
encouragement, support, and the freedom to learn and enjoy the game—win or lose. 

Please cheer loudly and proudly but let us leave the coaching to the coaches (who, by the way, are often 
volunteers—parents, students, or teachers giving up their time because they care). Same goes for our 
fabulous team managers. A kind word or a quick thank-you can go a long way toward making sure they 
want to keep coming back. 

And let us not forget our referees and umpires—many of whom are also learning. They are not perfect 
(who is?), but without them, there is no game. Respect on the sideline sets the tone on the field or court. 

Our aim is simple: we want all our players to have a positive, confidence-building experience. That 
means making sport fun, safe, and something they will want to keep doing. 

So, bring your enthusiasm, your school spirit, and your loudest claps—but keep it kind, keep it  
supportive, and keep it in perspective. And maybe save the game debrief for after an ice cream ( it is 
cold – make it a pie) stop on the way home. 
Thanks for being part of what makes playing sport at our school something special. 



 

 

Why Literacy & Numeracy CAAs Matter (Especially in Year 10) 

You may have heard your child mention the CAA assessments for Literacy and Numeracy. These Common 
Assessment Activities are part of a nationwide shift to ensure all students are equipped with the essential 
skills they need — not just for NCEA, but for life. 

So why are they important? The CAAs focus on foundation skills — reading, writing, and maths — that  
students will need whether they are going to university, starting an apprenticeship, or heading straight into 
work. They are not about trick questions or testing memory, but about real-world skills: Can students  
understand information? Communicate clearly? Use numbers with confidence? 

And why are we doing them in Year 10? 

By offering these assessments in Year 10, we are giving students an early chance to show what they can do 
— and where they might need more support. If they meet the standard, great! One less thing to worry about 
in Year 11. If not, we have got time to help them build their skills before NCEA kicks off and they get other  
attempts. 

This early approach means no surprises later on, and more time to focus on subjects. It is about giving every 
student the best possible platform for success, whatever their pathway.Our tw 

We know assessments can sound stressful — but these ones are designed to be fair, accessible, and truly 
meaningful. Think of them as a helpful checkpoint, not a high-stakes test. 

Thank you for supporting your child through this process. We will continue to share updates and guidance as 
we go — and as always, we are here to answer any questions. 

Maths Teacher 

I sent this to all Mrs Satya’s maths classes recently so I wanted to now share this with the wider community. 
It is with delight that I inform you that Mrs Rachael Cato has been appointed as a LTR (Long Term Reliever) 
for Mrs Satya's notice period. This means she will be responsible for the instruction of these maths classes 
until the end of term two. Mrs Cato was a full-time maths teacher here some years back so we are very 
pleased to have her capable support in the classroom again. 

We have advertised the maths position and have been very pleased with the large volume of applications. 
Following process, we will look to appoint with a permanent appointment being made for the start of term 
three. 

We thank you for your faith in us and we are also grateful for the additional workload ably handled by  
Dr Saunders. 

Our Mental Health- You are not alone 

MŌ TĀTOU, NĀ TĀTOU – TAUTOKO RANGATAHI O WAIRARAPA FOR US, BY US – RANGATAHI SUPPORT 
WAIRARAPA 

You will see a list below of helping agencies and resources available to our community for mental health and 
addictions supports. This initiative is there to remind us all that we are not alone. As they state you can 
‘reach out, reconnect, and recover’. 

As always have a great and safe weekend 
Ngā Mihi 
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Kia Ora Koutou. 

As we are now at the end of Week 4 Term 2, there is much to celebrate. 

The painting is now complete in our Year 9 Margaret Mahy dorm, and it is looking  
stunning! 

Our Year 7-10 boarders have completed four weeks of being “device free” from 3.10pm 
until 4.30pm each weekday. Although many will not say in front of their peers, the  
majority are enjoying the change. 

Caterplus (our catering company) have listened to student feedback from both day  
students and boarders and have made many positive adjustments. 

We are starting to change the way we arrange afterschool transport for all St Matthew’s  
students. Quite simply, day students will need to “sign up” at the school office by 11am 
on the day they require a ride. More information will be sent out but this new system will 
enable us to know how many students need transport and who is travelling in what  
vehicle. This will be a game changer for those who coordinate van drivers and school 
runs. 
It is Friday and the sun is shining. 

Enjoy the weekend. 
Ngā Mihi,   Jo  



 

 

Sport Board 



 

 

SMS Boxing training for fun and fitness. 6.30am-7.15am Mondays and 
Wednesdays. See Mrs Shearing or Mrs Veale for more information.  
Thanks to Laurence at Wairarapa Boxing Academy for his guidance.   

NCEA PE went to Payton’s 
Bush High Ropes  Tuesday, 
working on kotahitanga 
skills for one of their  
internal assessments. 
It was a great day out with 
everyone completing all the 
courses.  Kua pai te mahi 

Yr11 PE Trip 

Boxing at Wairarapa Boxing Academy 

Tough Gal Challenge 

Year 10 PE enjoyed a challenge 
at the Tough Guy and Gal  
challenge in Wainuiomata  
today.   
More photos to come on  
Facebook later tonight!!   
Was a great day and the girls 
had a blast! 
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Year 9 Fashion Technology 
Rotation 1 has ended and 
this is the dress that Rosie 
Karaitiana assisted by  
Willow Kershaw created for 
the “Dress a Girl Around the 
World” project. 
The dress is thoughtfully 
modelled in front of a world 
map by Rosie’s cousin Alice 

Yr9 Fashion 

Yr13 Ag Trip 

Yr 13 students out on the Massey Farm discussing pasture species, nitrates and stock nutrition, and 
in a practical session looking at cheese making and fat content in different milks. 

Yr13 Geo Trip 

Year 13 Geography students are at Castlepoint & Riversdale to 
collect data.  These photos are at Riversdale.  

Term 2 Reporting   
Effort Grade Report Three 

This report was due to be published next week but 
now will be published in Week 7.  
This will be the only report for the term.  
This is because the term is shorter and Year 9/10  
subjects have just swapped over. The report will  
include all subjects. 
 
Effort Grade Report Four will be published in  
Week 5 Term Three. 
 
Our next Parent/Teacher interviews will be held in 
Week One of Term Three, Thursday 17 July from 
2.10pm to 5.30pm and Friday18 July from 3.30pm to 
5.30pm.  Details for booking online will be published 
close to the time. 



 

 

Year 10 Performance Evening –  
A Night to Remember  

On Tuesday 6th May, our talented Year 10 students took to the stage 
for their much-anticipated Performance Evening. A total of 20  
students participated, each showcasing their skills through a series 
of three songs, presented as group, duet, or solo performances. The 
evening featured an impressive 30 musical items in total, reflecting 
the dedication and hard work students have put in over the past 13 
weeks. 

The audience was treated to a wide variety of performances, each 
one demonstrating the students' growth, creativity, and passion for 
music. It was a truly memorable night and a proud moment for both 
performers and staff. Well done to all involved! 

A Atkins  photo credits: year 12 student Olivia Church 
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We are starting to celebrate 
Matariki during our Kotahitanga 
time—today we enjoyed  
toasted marshmellows,  
drawing and starting our  
Matariki tin lanterns  



 

 

Website School Calendar School Notices Facebook 

School App 
If you are new to St Matthew's Collegiate, or have yet to download, please follow the link to install our school 
app https://schoolappsnz.co.nz/install 
For current families, please update your subscription groups by clicking on the cog in the top right hand of the 
screen. It will take you to the groups for you to change. 

This week our School Value is Inclusiveness. It is so incredibly important to be inclusive. This value 
is taught at school and you can also teach it at home. The other week, students and I were talking 
about the wonderful diversity we have in our country, due to our unique history. We had a korero 
about how when we visit other people’s houses for a meal, sometimes they do things differently to 
us. I asked, “Who has noticed that other people do things a bit weird at their house?” and a number 
of students raised their hands. We went on to consider that perhaps they also think that when they 
come to our houses too. Maybe we are all actually a bit weird and that should be seen as a  
celebration of diversity rather than a point of criticism? 
In the Anglican Church’s Lectionary this week the Collect for the Fifth Sunday of Easter (18th May) is 
this: 
“Make us glad we pray you, gentle God, to give each other your loving care; make us happy to receive 
it. May there daily grow within us a generous, trusting spirit. This we ask through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.” 
“E te Atua māhaki, tukua mātou kia harikoa, ki te hoatu tōu aroha tētahi ki tētahi; meinga kia hari koa 
mātou i te whiwhinga mai. Whakatupua ki roto i a mātou i ia rā, he Wairua oha whirinaki hoki. Mā te 
aroha ki a koe ka tika ai tā mātou mahi i runga i te harikoa, E īnoi ana mātou i roto i a Īhu Karaiti tō 
mātou Ariki. Āmine.” 

Rev. Wendy 

https://www.stmatts.school.nz/
https://stmatthews.school.kiwi/calendar/month/2025/02
https://stmatthews.school.kiwi/notices/date/2025-03-07
https://www.facebook.com/stmatthewscollegiate
https://schoolappsnz.co.nz/install


 

 

Key Dates 
• Sunday 25th May - Cooper House Chapel 
• Saturday 31st May - Exeat long Weekend 
• Saturday 31st May -  Reunion Weekend 
• Monday 2 June - King’s Birthday stat day 
• Tuesday 3 June - Teacher Only day 
• Wednesday 5 June - Big Sing Wellington 
• Saturday 7 June - SC Dinner Dance 
• Friday 20th June - Matariki  
• Friday 20th June - Exeat weekend 
• Sunday 22nd June - Batten House Chapel 

 
 

 
Term One - Monday 27th January to Friday 11 April  
Term Two - Monday 28th April to Friday 27th June  
Term Three - Monday 14th July to Friday 19th September  
Term Four - Monday 6th October to Saturday 6 December 

2025 Term Dates 

 

SMOGA Grants Now Open!  

 
The St Matthew’s Old Girls’ Association (SMOGA) is delighted to open applications 
for two exciting student opportunities 

Outward Bound Grant – A $2,500 grant (incl. GST) toward an 8-day or 21-day Teen 
Outward Bound course. 
Apply here: https://forms.gle/HpwLqLJw1BUp99tD6 

Spirit of Adventure Grant – A fully funded voyage aboard the  
Spirit of New Zealand. 
Apply here: https://forms.gle/wbx2Wtu2tj9jJtZVA 

These grants are open to current students in Years 11–13 who are either  
daughters, nieces, or  granddaughters of SMOGA members, or who join SMOGA as part of 
the application process. 

For full details, please visit: www.stmatts.school.nz/academic/scholarships/ 

 

https://forms.gle/HpwLqLJw1BUp99tD6
https://forms.gle/wbx2Wtu2tj9jJtZVA
https://www.stmatts.school.nz/academic/scholarships/


 

 



 

 

Community News and Events 



 

 

Aratoi Raffle Fundraiser 
Be in to win a Robin White painting! 

 
As part of our fundraising auction Aratoi is raffling a painting 
by Robin White (first draw) as well as a painting by  
Linda Tilyard, with Franis Kirkham huia earrings, an Aratoi  
T-shirt and an Aratoi tote bag (second draw) 
First draw: Robin White, War Rug, 2020,  
acrylic on canvas (size 20cm x 26cm) 
 
Second draw: Linda Tilyard, Strange Times, Francis Kirkham, 
Huia Earrings, Aratoi Tote bag and T-shirt 
 
Tickets $10.00 each. There is no limit to how many tickets 
you can buy. Please pass on, share around to your school 
community. 
 
Raffle Tickets: available from Aratoi front desk, in-
fo@aratoi.co.nz, 06 370 0001 
 
The winner will be drawn at the Aratoi Art Auction on 13 June 
2025. You don’t need to attend the auction to be in the draw – 
so get your tickets now! 
 


