
 

 

Principal’s Message 

Term One, Week 9 

 

 

So, we now have two weeks before the holidays. An eleven-week term is a slog but when I look 
back at the 14-week terms we once had I am confident that we can cope with this. 

Winter Sports and sports in general - Attitude is the first part of training 

 
Once again, I am about to be nostalgic.  
In my youth summer sports season was clearly separate from  
winter sports. Now they appear to blend into each other like a  
Dick Frizzell painting. That is neither good nor bad- it is just the way 
it is. 

The one thing we must never lose sight of is the consistent  
expectation of maintaining an impeccable attitude. The winter sports season is competitive and fun. 
It is important to remember that success is not solely determined by natural aptitude or skill alone. 
This quote comes to mind: "It is not aptitude but attitude that will determine your altitude." This is 
particularly relevant as we navigate the challenges and opportunities ahead in the season ahead. 

While talent is undoubtedly an asset, it is a positive, growth-oriented attitude that often makes the 
difference between being good and being great. In what can sometimes be a competitive  
environment of winter sports, students who possess resilience, determination, and the willingness 
to learn and improve, often rise. 

It is important for us all to understand that sports teams are not just about placing individuals in top 
positions, but about fostering a team mentality, developing leadership, and encouraging personal 
growth. The athletes who maintain a strong work ethic, stay open to feedback, and demonstrate 
commitment to both their team and their individual development will consistently perform. 

As the grown-ups it is essential to remember that success in sports goes beyond the physical game. 
The character and attitude our young ones demonstrate—whether it is resilience in the face of  
setbacks, a willingness to push through tough practices, or the ability to support teammates—will 
contribute to their overall success, both on and off the field. Our focus is helping our students  
develop into well-rounded athletes who will succeed at whatever level they reach, based on their  
attitude, effort, and growth mindset. 

 



 

 

As we move into the winter sports season, let’s all keep in mind that while competing at the 

highest level is a goal, it is the journey of growth, attitude, and resilience that will truly  

determine the stars our students reach. 

International Relations 

This week we have played host to our sister school Yachiyo Shoin High School from Chiba 
Japan. In years pre COVID we had a bi-annual exchange with Yachiyo Shoin but global 
change affected domestic life. One of the other victims for previous occurrences was the 
decline in international student numbers and this has become a growth driver for us. 

The visit was a demonstration of incredible Manaakitanga from our school under the  
wonderful guidance of Lucy Clearwater who is our International Director. But you may 
well ask what the importance is of maintaining strong international relations and of having 
international students in our schools. What a fab question and here is my fab response. 

Our world is interconnected. We want our students to grasp global events, issues, and 
trends. New Zealand, as part of the global community, has relationships with various  
countries that influence its 

economy, politics, and culture. Basically, we want our students to understand New  
Zealand’s role on the world stage. 

International students bring diverse cultures, traditions, and perspectives into New Zealand 
schools. By interacting with our peers from other lands, New Zealand students can develop 
cultural awareness, empathy, and respect for different viewpoints. This is essential for  
fostering inclusivity and creating a more tolerant and open society. 

It is also a way to promote global citizenship. The role of international students we hope 
will encourage our ākonga to think beyond their immediate surroundings and to develop a 
sense of responsibility as global citizens. This mindset is essential for addressing worldwide 
challenges. Trying now to be clever with the ‘Ws’ of the World Wide Web- "We are woven 
into the world wide web, where every connection sparks endless possibilities and every link 
ignites global excitement!" 

Interestingly one of the generous gifts the staff of Yachiyo Shoin left us was a glass which 
looked like Mt Fuji. The opening of the glass makes me think that here is an opening to fill 
this glass with fresh international opportunities. 

Prayers and Support 

I want to close by writing that there is so much suffering near us and across the world. If 
things are tough, please know that as a school and as me I send Aroha. 

Have a great and safe weekend 

Ngā Mihi 
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Finding the right balance for our Main House boarders can be tricky at times. When girls 
return from school and they are tired from a big day of learning, some just want to relax. 
However, when the sun is shining and we have our very own lacrosse specialist on staff, 
it was an opportunity not to be missed! Thank you to Nell for sharing her expertise and  
running this afterschool session for all junior boarders on Wednesday. What started as a 
brief introduction to lacrosse turned into a full-on game which was topped off with a 
swim before dinner. Fantastic!   Ngā Mihi, Jo  

 



 

 

Website School Calendar School Notices Facebook 

Sport Sheet 

 

School App 
If you are new to St Matthew's Collegiate, or have yet to download, please 
follow the link to install our school app https://schoolappsnz.co.nz/install 
For current families, please update your subscription groups by clicking on 
the cog in the top right hand of the screen. It will take you to the groups for 
you to change. 

https://www.stmatts.school.nz/
https://stmatthews.school.kiwi/calendar/month/2025/02
https://stmatthews.school.kiwi/notices/date/2025-03-07
https://www.facebook.com/stmatthewscollegiate
https://schoolappsnz.co.nz/install


 

 

This week we received 26 students and two teachers from Yachiyo Shoin school in Japan. We have a long-
standing relationship with Yachiyo Shoin and previously ran a school exchange programme with them when 
we taught Japanese. The group were shown around our school by the SMOSLs, culminating in a morning tea 
of pikelets. One brave student decided to try hers with Marmite! They then went to The Woolshed to see 
sheep shearing as well as the spinning and weaving of wool. This was a new experience for these students, 
who live just outside Tokyo, as most of whom had never seen a live sheep before! After lunch in the dining 
room, they enjoyed making Anzac biscuits in the cooking room with Mrs Cronin or a Māori art activity with 
Ms Theng and Mrs Hannon. It was lovely how welcoming our girls were towards the Japanese students, how 
kind and curious they were. Several of our students told me they would love to go to Japan in the future as a 
result of their interactions. 

 Mrs Clearwater 



 

 

Last Friday, our Silver and Gold 

Duke of Edinburgh Award   

participants travelled over to 

Makahika to undertake a  

weekend of training and  

tramping. The girls were  

challenged mentally and  

physically, saw sunshine and 

rain and enjoyed gourmet  

dehydrated food!  

The instructors were impressed 

with their attitude, fortitude 

and team spirit.  

It was a pleasure to take them 

away and we now look forward 

to their qualifying journeys  

later in the year 



 

 

Parent/Teacher interviews are next week on Wednesday and Friday 
from 3.30pm - 6pm. Above is a map of where the teachers will be located.  

Parent/Teacher Interviews 



 

 

Change to Bus Route 

 We have been notified by the Ministry of Education that bus 
route D090508 will be changing effective 28 April (Day 1 of term 
2) 

See the information below which outlines the route changes. 

• Curtail Blairlogie-Langdale Road.  Students on Blairlogie-Langdale Road will need to 
make their own way to Masterton Castlepoint Road. 
• Move route starting point to Tinui School.  This is a central point for all beyond this 
point to travel to and catch the bus. 

  
We have not yet received the updated timetable from the bus operator, This will be  sent 
this to you as soon as we receive it. 

Voices of Hope visited St 
Matthew's on Wednesday. A 
mental health charity, founded in 
2017 by Genevieve Mora and 
Jazz Thornton. 
There mission is to spread hope 
through the voices of lived  
experience and to provide a safe 
place for people who may be 
struggling with their mental 
health, to feel inspired,  
supported and empowered. 
For more information visit their 
website:  

https://thevoicesofhope.org/  

Voices of Hope  Visit 

https://thevoicesofhope.org/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR3xrlf96IIYC1qP_U3fKpvlCadJcIIdIlfESkYbLGRZ9zT-5derudA5HoA_aem_XNbQa77QzFE66d2ZetfioA


 

 

Key Dates 
• Saturday 29 Match—Relay for Life 
• Wednesday 2 April—Curriculum Interviews 
• Friday  4 April—Curriculum Interviews 
• Monday 2 June - King’s Birthday stat day 
• Tuesday 3 June - Teacher Only day 

 
 

  
 
Term One - Monday 27th January to Friday 11 April  
Term Two - Monday 28th April to Friday 27th June  
Term Three - Monday 14th July to Friday 19th September  
Term Four - Monday 6th October to Saturday 6 December 

2025 Term Dates 
 

Congratulations to Ava Wilson who  
competed and came runner up, in the Race 
Unity Speech Awards Tuesday night in  
Wellington.  
Great job representing St Matthew's Ava! 
We hope you enjoyed the experience.  

The St Matthew’s second-hand uniform shop is currently well stocked with winter uniform. If 

just a couple of items are needed, please come to the shop during opening hours: 3pm-4pm 

Tuesdays & Thursdays (during term time). New students who need to try on and purchase 

everything - please make a 20 minute appointment outside of the shop hours (this avoids 

having to wait in a queue). Email Juliet: smcsuniforms@trinityschools.nz to arrange a time. 

Uniform information on our website: https://www.stmatts.school.nz/parents/uniform/ 

WINTER Uniform Message 

mailto:smcsuniforms@trinityschools.nz
https://www.stmatts.school.nz/parents/uniform/


 

 

Community News and Events 



 

 

New Zealand Traveller Declaration 
Going overseas for the school holidays?  
Everyone travelling into New Zealand must 
complete a New Zealand Traveller Declaration, 
including returning New Zealand passport 
holders. 

Its FREE and you can do it on the online form or 
on the NZTD app.  

If you’re travelling as a family or group and 
completing multiple declarations, the NZTD 
app allows you to copy your travel details into 
another declaration, making it easier to  
complete multiple declarations for the same 
journey. The submitted declarations are then 
all easy to see within the app.  

The New Zealand Traveller Declaration  
collects travel, customs, immigration and  
biosecurity information and aims to improve 
the safety and security of New Zealand. It  
replaces the paper card you used to fill out on 
the plane.    

 To make your arrival easier, do your digital 
declaration before your flight back to New 
Zealand. 

 

https://app.travellerdeclaration.govt.nz/#/
https://www.travellerdeclaration.govt.nz/nztd-app/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.travellerdeclaration.govt.nz_nztd-2Dapp&d=DwMGaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=Vb_5O0U_18bpVnWtLDCOhfl2qvEsg1PrFTi1h04NUCw&m=ZQWP3xCRmUn0InOfeKa8SvtElLipJ3zFx3ts0LPDKNXy2GGlfHx7THvfm4vy
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.travellerdeclaration.govt.nz_nztd-2Dapp&d=DwMGaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=Vb_5O0U_18bpVnWtLDCOhfl2qvEsg1PrFTi1h04NUCw&m=ZQWP3xCRmUn0InOfeKa8SvtElLipJ3zFx3ts0LPDKNXy2GGlfHx7THvfm4vy


 

 

Breast Cancer Foundation NZ is so proud to be the charity partner 

of the NZ House & Garden Tours 2025, which is coming to the  

Wairarapa.  

This is a fantastic volunteer opportunity for Year 12 & Year 13  

students. The tour dates are Friday 28 and Saturday 29 March 2025. 

Volunteers play a vital role in the success of the tours - ensuring 

that the homes are kept safe and that tourgoers are looked after.  

 

Each house will be looked after by a team of volunteers - the  

number of volunteers per team varies from 4 to 10 people  

depending on both the size and any special requirements of the 

house. 

Students can sign up alongside friends and be allocated to the 

same house together too.  We’re happy to provide all students that 

help a letter to acknowledge their volunteering work.  



 

 

Community News and Events 


