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International Student Homestay Policy
All students who study at St Matthew’s Collegiate School may be homestayed.  The school has this as a requirement because it believes it is in the best interests of the students.  Academic progress is enhanced when students are continually exposed to the use of the English language and greater study time is available within a homestay environment.  It is a safe environment.
During Exeat weekends and holidays the Boarding Houses close. The International Student Co-ordinator will place International Students with either an assessed Homestay family or a member of the school community during these times.

From time to time on occasions other than holidays and Exeats, members of the school community may invite an International student to stay in their homes. This will be organized by the International Student Co-ordinator and permission given by the Principal.

Management of Homestays
The school employs an International Student Co-ordinator whose job it is to select and monitor homestay carers for international students.  The focus is on finding families who will provide a safe physical and emotional environment.
Guidelines
1. All homestay carers over 18 years of age will be vetted.

2. The International Student Co-ordinator will make an assessment of the homestay carer’s suitability to provide suitable accommodation and appropriate physical and emotional support and guidance.

3. The school provides guidelines and support structure for homestay providers through the International Student Co-ordinator.

4. The International Student Co-ordinator will carry out ongoing monitoring of the homestay families.  This involves a physical visit to each student’s home at least once a term.  This applies to those students living in permanent homestays.
Appendix
1.
A profile of homestay carers must be produced.   This needs to include -

- full names of all residents

- address and contact phone numbers

- occupations

- all information of relevance (description of home, family interests, etc)
2.
All caregivers are provided with copies of policies and guidelines relating to the care of students.

3.
Information about the homestay family must be provided to the International Student Co-ordinator in order for the student’s family and agent to be fully informed about arrangements for the student’s care.
4.
In order to provide additional assurances over and above an indemnity letter from parents, International Student homestays that have been arranged by parents will be assessed by the school. This will be in accordance with section 21 of The Guidelines to Support the Code of Practice for the Pastoral Care of International Students.















